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--Regent asks 
f- 1 donors to 
>\ shoulder 
responsibilities 
yfpr refugees 



IN AN address deliv¬ 
ered on Tuesday at 
UNRWA’s extraordi¬ 
nary meeting of donor 
governments and the 
members of the United 
Nations University's 
International Leader¬ 
ship Academv (UNU/ 
I LA), HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan. the 
Regent. called the 
donor, countries of 
UNRWA to shoulder 
their . responsibilities 
towards' the Palestinian 
refugees. 

He said they deserve 
a decent treatment from 
the international com¬ 
munity to ease the suf¬ 
ferings they have gone 
through since they have 
been uprooted from 
their land. 

Prince Hassan said 
Jordan has done its 
utmost in creating a 
stable environment for 
Palestinians, "but to 
expect us to shoulder a 
disproportionate share 
of a historic burden 
that continues to await 
a just political solution 
is unfair and quite 
frankly. completely 
unrealistic." 

Jordan contributes, 
the Prince pointed out, 
a major part of its 
annual budget to sup¬ 
port programs for Pal¬ 
estinian refugees in 10 
camps. The $300 mil¬ 
lion that Jordan spends 
on Palestinian refugees 
includes the rent of 
camp sites, the cost ot 
ihe education of refti- 
gee students at govern¬ 
ment schools, improve¬ 
ments in camp facilities 
and the provision ox 
medical care in govern¬ 
ment schools. 


Continued on page2 


Election fever starts 
amidst political muddle 


By Hamdan A1 Hajj 

Special to The Star 
AS THE countdown to the 
coming parliamentary election 
begins, die Interior Ministry is 
busy preparing for the final 
show. It wants to make sure 
that the election will be held 
on time. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
has reiterated through his vis¬ 
its to different parts or the 
Kingdom, that the elections 
will be held on their constitu¬ 
tional time, in November. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
also confirmed in his meeting 
last Saturday with representa¬ 
tives from the Jordan Valley, 
that 1997 will be an “election 
year." 

The government is also ada¬ 
mant. Deputy Premier Dr 
Abdallah Ensour, denies any 
official intention to postpone 
the elections. 

Minister of Interior. Nathir 
Rashid is expected to hold 
contacts witlr-gcfveraoTs and 
visit their governorates to 
assure them that the next 
elections will run fairly. 

Official sources expect that 
the voters’ electoral lists will 
be revised on 1 August. 

But this has not put an end 



Islamic bloc: A show of hands for the election 


to. speculations. Some depu¬ 
ties are saying that the gov¬ 
ernment could still extend the 
current term of the Lower 
House by one more year. 

Nevertheless there is elec¬ 
tion fever. The^suhject contin¬ 
ues to be die talk of the conn- 
try, whether in political 
saloons or amongst the public. 
Some tribes in the north and 
the south of the Kingdom 
have already chosen their rep¬ 
resentatives. Also, political 


parties have started on ihe 
election trail. 

The Islamic Action From 
ilAF) for instance, has already 
drawn up a list of candidates 
which it will field for the next 
'ctectieas. ' - 

But, the 1AF which is the 
political wing of the Muslim 
brotherhood, is in the middle 
of a tough debate over the can¬ 
didates chosen. The IAF wants 
to continue to maintain a mon¬ 
opoly over the candidates. 


Dakamseh’s trial arouses controversy 
as Israeli witnesses testify 


AMMAN (Star)—The trial 
of Ahmad A1 Dakamseh, 
the corporal who is stand¬ 
ing trial on charges of Jail¬ 
ing seven Israeli school¬ 
girls and injuring five 
others continue to have 
much interest among the 
public. This week's two 
sessions can be regarded as 
unprecedented in Jordan's 
legal history as the prose¬ 
cution for the first time ac¬ 
cepted the testimony of 16 
Israeli witnesses. 

The decision on last Sat¬ 
urday's session to allow Is¬ 
raeli witnesses to testify .on 
Monday's court session 
created outrage among Da- 
kamseh’s 10-man defence Corp. At Dakamseh 



agree with our legal or 
moral convictions and 
contradicts with our soci¬ 
ety's attitudes which re¬ 
jects normalization with 
Israel." 

However, this was not 
the end of the story. Last 
Monday, head of the de¬ 
fence team Hussein Mjal- 
li said in front of presid¬ 
ing judge Brigadier 
General Ma’moun Kha- 
sawneh that "Jews are en¬ 
emies and that the ene¬ 
mies testimonies are not 
accepted." But the judge 
rejected the defence's ar¬ 
gument and proceeded to 
hear the Israeli witnesses. 


mam. One of the lawyers. 

Ahmad AI Najdawi immediately walked out 
of court saying he wiU not be present when 
the Israeli witnesses testify. 

He said that "the prosecutions insistence on 
summoning the Israeli witnesses does not 


Six Israeli prosecution witnesses took the 
stand. Only three of them swore on the Torah, 
another precedent in itself some legal experts 
argue. The other three witnesses refused to 

Continued on page 2 


however, the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood today thinks that it too 
should have a right in the 
choice of candidates. 

Observers believe that 
members of the so-called Is¬ 
lamic old guards think that the 
point of reference should be 
the Muslim Brotherhood. 
Holders of this view include 
Abdel Muncm Abu Zunt, 
M ah mood Abu Fans and 
Hamam Said. 

This implies that there will 
be a major split between the 
two organizations in the com¬ 
ing months. 

Aside from Islamists, there 
are the Lower House deputies. 
One deputy to give a definite 
"no" is Taher AI Masri, a for¬ 
mer Prime Minister and vete¬ 
ran politician for many years. 
However, he says he will give- 
his support to any candidate- 
which shares his political 
views. 

But for many deputies, ihe- 
game so far has been charac¬ 
terized with chopping andl 
changing. One day they are- 
saying they wcn'L other days 
they are saying they will. 

One obvious case in point 
are Awad Khieifat and Jamal 
AI Sariarah. Ministers in the 
former Kabarili government, 
initially the deputies said they 
won’t be standing for re- 
elections. However, it now 
seems that the deputies who 
represent constituencies in the 
south of the country will stand 
for re-elections. 

Abdel Raouf AI Rawubdi is 
another surprise. While one 
would think that he would be 
raring to go into the elections 
after he merged his Yaqatha 
into the New Constitutional 
Party, this is not the case at 
all. He is still hesitant about 
putting his name down. 

Bui*such dithering has not 
dampened the election fever. 
Today the talk is about the 
next character of the Lower 
House. Will it be even more 
pro-government? How big 
will the size of opposition be 
and foremost what will hap¬ 
pen to the Islamists. 

Some expect that their num¬ 
ber ic trickle down to eight 
seals from the present 15 
seats. 

Islamists lost seats in the 
current parliament compared 
to the last: it had about 24 
scats in the tlth Parliament, 
being reduced to only 17 in 
the current one. This was 
Continued on page 2 



Saving Lebanon’s trees 
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forests and shelter disappear¬ 
ing plants and animals. But 
with Lebanon still recovering 
from its 15-year civil war, 

environmentabsts such as AJa- 

meddine have a difficult ask. 

Many villages in the Shouf 
mountainsof 

remain burned-out sheik. 
Families forced to flee during 
the conflict have yet to return. 
The govemmeni has focused 

its etfergy and money not on 

cwSered villages but .on 
rebuilding Beirut. Andagam* 
rbLkdro S p of needs orhous- 

.g-LVJSrt 

saaa superfluous.^ ^ 
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conservation 
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The cedars' presence dates 
back to at least to biblical 
times, and the assault on them 
is just as old. 

“Everyone who was anyone 
who came through this coun¬ 
try confiscated them—-to build 
their ships and their temples,” 
says Izzcddine, who spent 12 
years at the Smithsonian Insti¬ 
tution's conservation center in 
Fort Royal, Va. The 
onslaught was merciless.” 

The cedars’ protectors have 
ranged from Emperor Hadrian 
of Rome, in the second cen¬ 
tury, to. in this century. Walid 
Jumblatt, the Dnize warlord 
who ruled the mountains dur¬ 
ing the civil war. 

"Emperor Hadrian was so 
shocked by the sad state of the 
cedars and forests of Lebanon, 
he declared an area that 
stretched all the way to Beirut 
‘eminent domain, keeping 
everyone out. says lzzeddine, 
a courtly looking man of 55. 
Jumblatt. now a government 
minister, planted trees along 
the mountain roads during the 
war. He also put out the word 
that he had mined the forests. 


The unique cedar trees of Lebanon goes back to ancient 
times 

He remains one of the cedars' 
benefactors: he donated the 
use of his summer palace in 
the village of Mouhkiara for 
use by the AI Shouf Cedar 
Society. 

But the forests still declined. 

An aerial photograph of the 
cedar forests shows the extent 
of the damage, the bald 
patches where once a contigu¬ 
ous grove of cedars grew. 

Overgrazing by sheep and 


goats contributed to the 

deforestation. 

With help from the United 
Nations Global Environmental 
Facility. Izzcddine and Assad 
A. Serhal. an American- 
educated agricultural engineer, 
devised a conservation plan to 
protect the cedars and wildlife 
—a plan for establishing Leba¬ 
non's first national parks, train- 

Continued on page 2 


European role in region 


AMMAN [Star)—Their Majes¬ 
ties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor Tuesday arrived in the 
Hague at the first leg of a four- 
nation European tour, which 
will take them to the Nether¬ 
lands. France. Switzerland and 
the United Kingdom. 

King Hussein and Queen 
Noor were received by Queen 
Beatrix of the Netherlands and 
senior Dutch officials, in addi¬ 
tion to Jordan’s Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Fayez AI Tarawneh and Jor¬ 
dan’s ambassador to the 
Netherlands, UmayyaTouqan. 

King Hussein will meet with 
Queen Beatrix. French Presi¬ 
dent Jacques Chirac. French 
and Dutch premier, and also 
members of the Dutch 
parliament. 

The King will discuss with 
senior officials in the these 
countries issues of bilateral 
cooperation in the economic 
and trade fields, as well as the 
Middle East peace process. 
The Jordanian-European part¬ 
nership agreement will also 
be discussed. 

The King will brief the 
European senior officials on 
Jordan’s plans and incentives 
to encourage investment in 
the country. 


;:.v 



King Hussein with Queen Beatrix 
The Kins is accompanied Planing Minister Rima Khalaf 
bv Prime Minister Abdel and Minister of Industry. 
Saiam AI Majali, Royal Court T ra j e and Supply Hani AI 
Chief Awn AI Khasawneh. 


New Palestinian 
generation feels legacy 
of Israeli rule 


By Nicholas Goldberg 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Just hours after his arrest by 
the Palestinian secret police 
last year. Ghazi Hamad was led 
blindfolded and handcuffed 
into a little room in the heart of 
the Gaza Central Prison. 

His interrogation took place 
over several days, during 
which, he says, he was beaten 
repeatedly. For more than three 
days, he was not allowed to 
sleep, and. when he wasn’t 
being beaten, he was often left 
bound and hunched in a chair 
in a narrow hallway, assaulted 
by blaring rock-and-roll music 
and the screams of men being 
beaten in nearby cells. 

It was while he was in the 
corridor that a strange and dis¬ 
quieting notion came to him. a 
Middle Eastern deja vu. 

“I realized that my own peo¬ 
ple were doing to me exactly 
what the Israelis had done." 
said Hamad, who spent five 
years in Israeli prisons during 
the early 1990s for his role as a 
leader of the militant Hamas 
organization. "The rock-and- 

roll and sleep deprivation, the 
chair, even leaving me out in 
the corridor to hear the 
screams. I was stunned, but 
then I remembered that almost 
all of them had spent time in 
Israeli jails, and this, I guess, is 
what they learned there.” 

The irony was obvious to 
Hamad, though somewhat 
frightening: Three decades 
after the Israelis captured the 
West Bank and Gaza. Palestin¬ 
ians had spent so much time in 
Israeli jails that they had 
adopted the methods of their 
captors, as naturally and easily 
as they had learned to speak 
Hebrew in the prison yard. It 
was a legacy of Israeli rule that 
would be passed on to the next 
generation of Palestinians. 

Today, even as the hold of 
the Israelis over the territories 
is starting to loosen and the 
Palestinians are beginning to 
wrestle with what kind of soci¬ 
ety they will create in the vac¬ 
uum. legacies like these—not 
just interrogation techniques, 
but the accumulated economic, 
social, psychological and cultu¬ 
ral baggage of 30 years of 
occupation—are shaping the 
Palestinian future. 


"You’d be amazed at what the 
occupation has done to us as a 
people.” said Salah Tamari. a 
longtime PLO military official 
from Bethlehem who is now a 
member of the Palestinian leg¬ 
islative council. “It’s like a 
plant growing in a distorted 
environment: Our natural 

growth was altered, our normal 
life was disrupted. I think it 
will take a very long time 
before we even begin to under¬ 
stand just how significant and 
damaging the effect has been.” 

The occupation dates back 
30 years this week to the Six 
Day War in June 1967, when 
Israel, threatened from all 
sides, marched into the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
appending 3.600 square miles 
of territory and more than a 
million Palestinian enemies of 
the state. Arguing that they 


needed to hold the territory as a 
strategic buffer zone against 
Palestinian terrorists and hos¬ 
tile Arab neighbors, the Israelis 
took control of all facets of 
day-to-day life, from the mun¬ 
dane bureaucratic tasks of issu¬ 
ing drivers licenses, housing 
permits and travel documents 
to the deployment of the police, 
prisons and army battalions that 
have been the foundation of 
their power in the territories 
ever since. 

Today, about 75 percent of 
the 2.5 million residents of the 
West Bank and Gaza are under 
30. meaning they have never 
known life without Israeli army 
checkpoints, Hebrew-Ianguagc 
signs and hostile bureaucrats. 
About 400.000 Palestinians 
have been arrested and jailed 

Continued on page 2 
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ILAJ United Nations University 

Creating leaders for 

the future 


By Aida AI Taweel 

Special to The Star 


HUMANITY, COURAGE and Humility 
are: ibe most important quality in a leader. 
His Majesty King Hussein told a gathering 
or ‘young leaders' from 65 countries 
assembled in Amman. He added that “a 
true leader should always consider leaving 
a legacy behind him/her and set an exam¬ 
ple to others.” 

The King was speaking on the second 
week of a leadership program that is the 
first to be held in Jordan. The course, 
which lasts till 4 July, is first of its kind in 
the world, and is being held by the Interna¬ 
tional Leadership Academy (1LA) whose 
headquarters is now in Amman. 

The I LA is part of the United Nadons 
University. The driving force behind the 
setting up of an International Leadership 
Academy was Prime Minister Abdel 
Salam AI Majaii who says that “leadership 
is both a science and an art, a science 
because it consists of identifiable skill 
which can be developed and acquired, an 
art because it is also an etat d'spirit given 
to articulating visions, taking risks and 
pursuing goals undettered by obstacles...” 

The one-month program has been struc¬ 
tured around four themes—leadership 
skills and attitudes, leadership on peace 
and security, south leadership and interna¬ 
tional leadership. The idea is to induce 
leadership training at the veiy highest 
international level, 1LA Director in 


Amman Professor Adel Safty says. 

These themes are organized around dif¬ 
ferent workshops and subtheraes. Partici¬ 
pants—who include selected professional 
young men and women from all walks of 
life—on the program are examining issues 
which affect their performance in the 
workplace, in society, or some leadership 
position. 

One of the participants, Kim Beng 
Phar from Malaysia says that what is 
unique about this conference is its “cultu¬ 
ral diversity ....it will also become more 
livelier and dynamic as more people try to 
transcend their different cultural and politi¬ 
cal background to deeply understand the 
meaning and practice of democratic 
leadership” 

Thus there have been workshops on 
diversity of leadership, leadership among 
chaos, leadership without authority, leader¬ 
ship in attitudes, on peace and security, 
Europe and Middle East peace and the 
security of peace. There are topics on dis¬ 
armament. regional integration and chal¬ 
lenges to world peace. 

This may certainly satisfy the aspira¬ 
tions of Erich Ogoso Opolot, a journalist 
from Uganda who says that “leadership in 
its broad context is a challenge we all face, 
not just in our official capacities but also in 
domestic situations.” 

What is interesting is that the partici¬ 
pants are covering a multitude of cross- 
cultural topics, areas that are designed to 
establish commonalities and shared values. 


Thus, there is not only the East Asian 
experiences of leadership, but there is the 
issue of the challenges of science and tech¬ 
nology from that part of the world. Partici¬ 
pants also learn about the European 
experience. 

In fact, cross-cultural experiences was 
the name of the game. Chester Morris, a 
public health researcher from at Columbia 
University in New York says he wanted to 
understand “leadership in cross-cultural 
interaction, the meaning of leadership in 
different cultures and how to improve the 
UN leadership, especially in developing 
countries." 

A list of distinguished speakers are tak¬ 
ing part in the program. On the local level, 
there is of course. King Hussein, followed 
by Dr Abdel Salam AI Majaii. the Speaker 
of the Upper House of Parliament Zcid AI 
Rifai, and Foreign Minister Faycz AI 
Tarawneh. 

Others include international personal¬ 
ities who are or have been in positions of 
leadership such as Lord Ian Gilmore (For¬ 
mer Minister of Defence in Britain). Hisa- 
shi Owada. iJapanese Permanent Repre¬ 
sentative to the UN). Paul Findly (US 
Congress). Shimon Peres (Former Prime 
Minister of Israel). Jan England (Secretary 
of Stale for Foreign Affairs in Norway i. 
Hui Yongzench (Chinese Deputy Minister 
of Science and Technology), and Sir David 
Steel (President of the Liberal 
International. 

Opolot continues that "when I applied 



for this program. 1 expected that this was 
opportunity to understand the perceptions 
of leadership from leaders and develop 
new attitudes towards leadership.” 

Justus Abonyo Nyangaya. a social 
development consultant from Kenya sees 
the issues in a different perspective. “Mis¬ 
takes have been made in the past as the 
consequence or lack of collective vision 
and lack of leadership. From this program, 
we hope to redefine leadership roles that 
arc once again compatible with the con¬ 
temporary times...” 

Participants have clearly come to the 
program with fixed perceptions. As the 
organizers of the program suggest, they 
have not come here to learn more from 


textbook theories but have come for practi¬ 
cal advice from different Internationa 


practitioners. 

Commenting on the program, u»ng 
Sze Hian from Singapore, and the hono¬ 
rary consul of Burkina Faso, says I want 
to become a better leader to serve my com¬ 
munity when I return. To learn from the 
experiences of the distinguished faculty ot 
world leaders." . . 

There is a lot more for the partici¬ 
pants on the agenda this week. Learning to 
be good leaders is a difficult business but 
the organizers are determined that the next 
two-weeks will be crammed with activity 
so that the full potential of the program 
wilt be realized. ■ 


Saving Lebanon’s trees 


Continued from page 1 

ing a staff of park rangers, 
safeguarding the indigenous 
trees and wildlife and reintro¬ 
ducing animal species that 
have disappeared from the 


They want an adopt-a-cedar 
program. They want ecotour¬ 
ism—hikes. trails, scout 
camps, picnic areas. But first, 
they say. people have to be 
persuaded the environment is 
important. 

"We are trying to bring peo¬ 
ple together. This was a nation 
tom apart,” says Izzeddine. 
“We're trying to bring people 
together for conservation.” 

One unforseen problem is 
due to the United States and 
its drug control efforts in the 
early 1970s. To try to stop the 
production of hashish in the 
Bekaa Valley, the US chan¬ 
neled money to the farmers— 
"all of whom bought power 
saws." says Izzeddine. “All 
you hear now is the buzzing of 
those saws. They are devastat¬ 
ing our forests.” 

Lebanon’s government tried 
in the 1960s to replant the 
cedar forests. Terraces were 
cut into the land; seedlings 
were planted. Some took, 
many did not. Everyone 
learned that the best way for a 
forest to grow is through natu¬ 
ral growth—decade by 


decade. 

One way to nudge nature 
along is to provide a protected 
environment for trees. 
Another way is to restrict 
hunters and animal grazing. 
When park rangers recently 
caught three poachers and 
their cache of eight trapped 
partridges, the arrests were 
prominently featured in the 
local newspaper. When park 
rangers saw a goat herd graz¬ 
ing in a protected area, they 
called out the Lebanese army. 
The herdsman received a 
warning. Next time he’ll be 
fined. 

At one time, forests covered 
about 20 percent of Lebanon. 
The figure has dropped to less 
than five percent. Of the 18 
areas where cedars grow, only 
three are protected by law. 
They contain one to 2 million 
cedars, along with junipers, 
maples and wild apple trees. 

Alameddine, a burly man 
who drives a Land Rover and 
keeps a cellular phone on his 
hip, is helping manage the 
Shouf region. He learned 
about conservation on the 
family farm in southern Leba¬ 
non, one of the first privately 
protected parcels in Lebanon. 
He oversaw the farm opera¬ 
tions until 1993 when fighting 
between an Islamic militia and 
Israeli soldiers came too close. 
Jumblatt, the conservation- 


minded minister, then chose 
him to oversee the cedars pro¬ 
ject in the Shouf. 

"This is a rare sight." Ala¬ 
meddine says of the cedar 
reserve behind the locked 
white gate, “and I have been 
all over the world." 

Up here, 6,000 feet above 
.the Mediterranean, Lhe deep- 
rooted cedars stretch far and 
wide. Their scent fills the 


Dakamseh’s trial arouses Election fever starts 
controversy amidst political muddle 


Continued from page 1 


mountain air. 

“Sometimes 1 will come and 
sleep at night under the 
cedars” Alameddine says 
from his perch on the ridge. “I 
can stay here a week without 
getting bored." You can listen 
for migrating birds. You can 
watch Persian squirrels run 
along a tree root. 

He is standing alongside on 
especially formidable cedar. It 
has not one trunk, but four. 
Each spur is about as wide 
around as a backyard maple or 
oak. 

“Maybe in a thousand 
years, there will be trees like 
that tree, if there is still man¬ 
kind," Alameddine says. “Leb¬ 
anon is a seed still emerging 
from the ground. 

"One has to be very careful 
taking care of iL" ■ 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


take oath saying that it is 
against their beliefs, but they 
“declared that they will tell the 
tmth." 

Others have later argued that 
this is another legal precedent. 
According to the law. witnesses 
must give a sworn testimony in 
Jordanian courts according to 
Mjalli. 

Be that as it may. the session 
continued. The first to speak 
through an interpreter was fo¬ 
rensic expert Hiss Yehudah 
who told the courts that he ex¬ 
amined the bodies of the seven 
girls and stated that six of them 
were shot in the back. 

Another witness Zeiv Kram¬ 
er. the 45-year-old who was es¬ 
corting the school girls at the 
time of the incident told the 
courts that when the shooting 
occurred he called for help, and 
"on the way. I saw a military 
truck coming in my direction". 
He continued that "the vehicle 
approached me and the driver 
swerved in my direction. I 
jumped but my foot was run 
over by the truck's wheel." 

Another witness Zakaria 
Ozairy. who refused to take the 
oath said that he told three Jor¬ 
danian soldiers to stop the sol¬ 
dier but they said "he was cra¬ 
zy. I told them he is crazy, but 


he is killing us. and I later 
asked for bandages from Jorda¬ 
nian soldiers to rescue the in¬ 
jured girls but they refused and 
told me it was forbidden to do 
so and asked me to go away." 
the teacher said. 

Israeli witnesses who were 
cross-examined by Mjalli 
about what the girls were wear¬ 
ing on the day of (he incident 
all testified that the girls were 
“all religious and wore modest 
and conservative clothes which 
consisted of pants, skirts and 
blouses of different colors." 

When arrested Dakamseh 
told investigators that the girls 
had provoked him while he 
was praying, and he shot them 
defending his military honor. 
Charges against Corp. Dakam¬ 
seh include premeditated mur¬ 
der. attempting murder, using a 
weapon and disobeying orders. 
He could face the death penalty 
if found guilty on the four 
charges. 

The fivc-mcn military tribu¬ 
nal is to hold another court ses¬ 
sion on Sunday to listen to IB 
more Israeli witnesses. 

After their testimony. His 
Majesty King Hussein hosted 
a dinner engagement for the Is¬ 
raelis witnesses.! 


Continued from page I 


reduced to 15 because two 
members were expelled for 
supporting the former govern¬ 
ment of Abdel Karim AI 
KabariCi. 

Even before the latest 
debate, the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood has been facing a more 
ideological debate between 
the pragmatists and tradition¬ 
alists. Observers believe it is 
this debate that will create a 
large dent in their support. 

Observers further argue that 
the movement is undergoing 
an "impairment" process in 
their view and perspective. 
They are those moderates for 
instance who are calling for 
the "Jordanization of the 
movement's agenda in Jor¬ 
dan.” They want for instance 


to be more “parochially" 
oriented and concentrate on 
local issues rather than on a 
regional perspective. 

This is added to those who 
believe that they should join 
future governments and that 
they should not stay in the 
political wilderness. Holders 
of this view include Abdallah 
AI Akaileh and Bassam AI 
Omoush. 

in addition to this context, 
it is believed the the creation 
of the NCP will capture a not 
inconsiderable number of 
votes 

On another development 10 
opposition parties, excluding 
the IAF, are running for the 
elections under a united •■list. 
The list is expected to be 
announced next Monday. ■ 
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Prequalijication and bidding 


1. Tender No. 6/97: Upgrading of Amman L.P.G. Filling Station Project 

2. Tender No. 7/97: Upgrading of Saladin LP.G. Filling Station Project 

3. Tender No. 8/97: Zarfca LJP.G. Filling Station No. 3 Project 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd., announces A/M tenders invitation for the supply, erection and 
commissioning of following projects: 

1. Upgrading of Amman L.P.G. filling station project at Abu-Alan da site: 

The project includes three mounded LP.G. storage vessels of 8250 cubic metres total water capaci¬ 
ty and two carousels for filling 125 Kgs LP.G cylinders with a capacity of not less than 1200 
cylinders/hour each, LP.G. pumps, compressors, LP.G. semi-trailers unloading/loading facili¬ 
ties, trucks unloading and loading telescopic conveyors, extension of existing fire fighting and 
cooling system, piping system, all civil works and electrical works related to the installations. 

2 Upgrading of Saladin LP.G. filling station project at Irbid site: 

The project includes two carousels for filling 125 Kgs LP.G. cylinders with a capacity of not less 
than 1200 cylinders/hour each, LP.G. pumps, compressors, additional LP.G. semi-trailers un¬ 
loading facilities, trucks unloading and loading telescopic conveyors, extension of existing fire 
fighting and cooling system, piping system, all civil works and electrical works related to the in¬ 
stallations. 

3. LP.G. filling station No. 3 project at Zarka refinery site: 

The project includes two carousels for filling 125 Kgs LP.G. cylinders with a capacity of not less 
than 1200 cylinders/hour each, LP.G. pump, aireompressors. trucks unloading and loading tele¬ 
scopic conveyors, extension of existing fire fighting and cooling system, piping system, all civil 
works and electrical works related to the installations. 

The above mentioned works of every project are required on basis of "lump sum fixed price turn¬ 
key job”. 

Contractors who possess experience in the same field, and are qualified financially and technically, 
and who wish to participate in the above tenders for one or more of above mentioned projects, 
are invited to submit their prequalification documents, not later than 1200 hrs of 13/7/1997 at the 
company’s head office, noting that contractors who wish to participate in aU of above projects 
must be at least qualified for “upgrading of Amman LP.G. filling station project while contrac¬ 
tors who wish to participate in any one or both of the other two projects must be qualified for any 
of them. 

Prequalification documents should include the following: 

1. Financial capability of the contractor (financial references to be provided). 

2 Technical capability of the contractor, including details of experience and background of person¬ 
nel, specifications of available equipment... ere. 

3. Detailed documents showing similar projects executed by the contractor, full names and address¬ 
es of firms for whom such services were rendered, and details of projects including contract cost 
and completion periods. 

Results of prequalification shall be announced and advised to participants as soon as they become 
available. 

Eligible contractors may obtain tender documents from the company's head office at the first circle 
- Jabal Amman, against nonrefundable J.D. (200) per set for each project, not later than 1230 hrs 
of 22/7/1997. 

Offers must be submitted at the company’s head office not later than 1200 hrs of 16/9/1997. 
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, fl« Majesty King Hussein receives newly elected General 
- ’SS2?E7 of 0 * Israeli Labor Party Ekud Barak at Royal 
Court Monday. They were joined by HRH Crown Prince 
. Hasson and Prime Minister Majali 


JJew Upper House speaker appointed 

" c Senator Zeid AI Rifai has been appointed as the new 
.Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament. He takes over 

- from Ahmed Al Lawzi who submitted his resignation 
earlier this week because of ill-heaith. Mr Al Rifai is a 
veteran politician who has long been in government. He 

*- served as Prime Minister several times. 
u .* n ® Royal Decree accepting Mr Lawzi's resignation, 
tits Majesty King Hussein praised him for his long 
■' ’’ service to the nation. He became speaker of the Senate in 
1994. Mr Lawzi was bom in Jubeiha, Amman in 1925. 
Having graduated from the Teacher's Higher College in 
Baghdad, he became a teacher from 1950 till 1953. Mr 
Lawzi then went on to have a distinguished career in 
government service that began in 1956 as head of the 
Royal Protocol. This lasted till 1961. After a spate in the 
■' Lower House of Parliament he rejoined the Royal court 

- till 1964 and was then appointed as member of the Upper 
House in 1965. Mr Lawzi served as Prime Minister and 

-* Minister of Defence four times between 1971 and 1974, 
. as Minister of State for Prime Ministry Affairs in 
1964-65. Minister of Internal Affairs and Municipalities 
in 1967. Chief of the Royal Court in 1978-80 and at the 
same time as member of the National Consultative 
Council. 

New office at Prime Ministry 

■ A new inquiry office for journalists is to be set up al 
the Prime Ministry according to the Minister of State for 
Information Affairs. Dr Samir Mutaweh. Journalists can 
send in questions by fax to the Minister which he will 
then pass to the concerned authorities. Dr Mutaweh says 
answers to the inquiry should not take more than two 
hours at the latest. However, he points oot that in addition 
to this service, he will always be available for questioning 
by the press. 

Human Rights Watch condemns new 
press law 

■ The New York-based Human Rights Watch charges 
that the government in this;" country has placed 
"unacceptable infringements” on the right to freedom of 
expression. The 14-page report. A Death Knell for Free 
Ex])rcssian? The new amendments to the Press and 
Publications Law, finds that the contents ban in the new 
press law “clearly designed to impose a regime of 
self-censorship on the press and other publications. 


information related to domestic and foreign affairs.” 
Human Rights Watch, which is a. iron-governmental 
organization established in 1978 to monitor the 
observance of internationally recognized human rights in 
Africa, the Americas, Asia, and the Middle East, calls on 
the government to repeal the May 1997 law that amends 
provisions of the Press and Publications Law of 1993. 
Meanwhile two other international groups are protesting 
the press law. In a letter by the Committee to Protect 
Journalists in New York, and the London-based Article 
19 urged His Majesty King Hussein to repeal the press 
law' amendments. The groups charged that the 
amendments violate the right to free expression 
guaranteed under international law. 

Tawjihi time ...... . ,•. 

■ For some secondary school pupils it is the dreaded time 
of vear. It’s make or break time. Last week 72387 
students began their Tawjihi exams according to the new 
syllabus put forward by the Ministry of Education. A 
further 19.827 students are sitting their exams according 
\o the old syllabus. The final results wrfl be announced in 

July- . 
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Palestinian President Yassir Arafat began a two-day visit to Jordan, Monday. He was received by His Majesty King 
Hussein and HRH Prince Hassan at the Royal Court. The leaders held a closed session to discuss the latest develop¬ 
ments in the peace process. Later. Tuesday, Mr Arafat met Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam Al Majali and other top Jor¬ 
danian officials. At a press conference just before he left Amman, Mr Arafat described the talks he held with His 
majesty as good. He praised efforts exerted by the King and Egyptian President Husni Mubarak to remove obstacles fac¬ 
ing the peace process. Mr Arafat said the cordination between Jordan and the Palestine National Authority are at the 
highest level 


Minister defends press law 


AMMAN (Star)—The Minis¬ 
ter of information. Dr Samir 
Mutaweh hit hard against the 
opposition to his ministry's 
amendments to the Press and 
Publication Law. In a state¬ 
ment, published in the three 
daily newspapers, and ‘distrib¬ 
uted by the Ministry of Infor¬ 
mation. Mr Mutaweh. wanted 
to prove that Lhe press body 
itself was behind toe latest 
amendments to toe press law. 

Mr Mutaweh is unimpressed 
with toe opponents to the 
amendments, describing them 
as a “minority" whose ‘loud 
voice’ “is inundating public 
opinion" which he believes to 
he the “majority". 

He criticized opponents for 
what he described as "narrow 
self-interests." 

The new amendments to the 
1993 Press and Publication 
Law was ratified three weeks 
ago. by His Majesty King 
Hussien. as the' temporary 
Press and Publication Law. 
1997. The new law sparked 
mass protest by toe different 
popul?; organizations who saw - 
it as bringing toe country back 
to toe martial law era. 

In several media and press 
debates. Dr Mutaweh defended 
the new law. He believes that 
the amendments protect human- 
rights and ensure individual 
privacy. 

In his statement. Dr 
Mutaweh began by citing 
verses from the Holy Koran 
and the teachings of Prophet 
Mohamad, that call against 
'sedition, vice, lies, offending 
people, crime, blackmail and 
discrimination.* 

He used Islamic Sharia 10 
respond to a statement by Mr 
Abdel Majeed Thuneibat. toe 
overseer of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

_ Mr Thuneibat was reported 
to have asked Jordanians to 
write to human rights institu¬ 
tions of the Democratic Party 
(in USA] to exen pressure on 
the government in this country 
10 abrogate the amendments to 
. toe law. However, Mr Thunei¬ 
bat’s idea was opposed by 
Lower House Speaker, Said 
Hayel Al Sroor. This forced 
Thuneibat to clarify in another 
statement, that what he meant 
was “to. urge these institutions 
. [of toe Democratic Party] to 
pressure toe American govern¬ 
ment not 10 restrain our [Jorda¬ 
nian] democracy.*' as the min¬ 
ister pointed out in his 
statement. 

In his reply to Thuneibat, Dr 
Mutaweh said “Our democracy 
is something that concerns our 
people, it’s representatives, it’s 
the press, government and the 
institutions of our state." 

He added that “Our deci¬ 


sions are part of our sove¬ 
reignty and any view that 
expresses otherwise sheds 
doubt on our sovereignty and 
the independence of our 
decision." 

He added that those who 
restrain “our democracy" are 
not Western or foreign parties, 
but "a group of us who persist 
in their attempts to transform 
our democracy... 10 anarchy 
that harms all.” 

Dr Mutaweh added that 
“these [elements] were warned 
time and time again hut to no 
avail.” 

Accordingly, he believes 
that the government was 
forced to use its constitutional 
right to “protect toe /demo¬ 
cratic] march and pui a limit to 
anarchy” without undermining 
the freedom whose limits end 
when ftrespassing} on the free¬ 
dom of others. 

The New York-based 
Human Rights Watch accused 
the government of Ionian that 
it has placed “unacceptable 
infringements" on freedom of 
expression. In 14-page report 
(See Jordan Week), it added 
that toe new amendments to 
toe Press and Publications 
Law are “clearly designed to 
impose a regime of self- 
censorship on the press and 
other publications, preventing 
them from carrying news and 
other information related to 
domestic and foreign affairs." 
Human Rights Watch called 
on toe government to respect 
the international Declaration 
on Human Rights. 

However, the Minister of 
information, rejected these 
accusations, staling that toe 
legislator (of the Human 
Rights Declaration] was not 
selective on the items of the 
convention, as the Human 
Rights Watch chose to be. 
“This declaration also guaran¬ 
teed people’s rights loo and 
guaranteed that there be laws 
to protect their reputation, 
honor and private life, in addi¬ 
tion to guaranteeing ihe free¬ 
dom of expression, whose lim¬ 
its end when it becomes an 
infringement on others' 
rights/' 

Dr Mutaweh maintained that 
the press amendments comply 
with toe provisions of the UN 
International Convention on 
Civil and Political Rights of 
1966. Article 17 of toe con¬ 
vention. he Mates “stressed the 
right for individuals to be pro¬ 
tected by law from interfer¬ 
ence in their private lives und 
from campaigns lhal offend 
their honors and reputation." 

The Minister described as 
■■inaccurate" the Human 
Rights Wuich claim that since 
ihe Jordan-lsrael peace treaty 


of 1994 sensitivities arose 
between the government and 
the press. 

"No newspaper was taken 
to court because of tackling 
the peace issue." Dr Mutaweh 
said. Most of the court cases, 
he added, related to offending 
heads of Arab stales, or caus¬ 
ing harm to Jordan's relations 
with Arab countries. He said 
that a considerable number of 
these cases dealt with promot¬ 
ing “deviation." publishing 
false news and/or spreading 
rumors that cause confusion. 

Mr Mutaweh said even the 
daily and weekly press carried 
news items toa’t called for a 
change in the law. He quoted 
Al Kai. Ail Dnvoitr. Al Arab 
Al Yoif/ii. Al Siihccl. consid¬ 
ered as the mouthpiece of Isla¬ 
mists, Al Hailuih. AI Urditn. 
Al AhJ. and other columnists. 

President of the Press Asso¬ 
ciation. Mr Saif Al Sharif said 
Dr Mutaweh’s point of view is 
understood “because he is the 
spokesman of the government 
and he must find justifications 
[for laws which is ratified by 
the state.” He added that "we 
might not' agree with the 



Mutaweh 

majority of what he wrote but 
we respect his view.” 

Mr Sharif explained that the 
Press Association agreed that 
there were some violations 
against the public morals and 
the national unity by some 
newspapers. But he disagreed 
with Mutaweh's approach in 
taking these violations to 
lower the ceiling of freedoms 
in the coumry.fi 


New Palestinian generation 
feels legacy of Israeli rule 

Continued from page 1 

by the Israelis since 1967, according to Palestinian estimates, 
tens of thousands have been wounded by rubber bullets., and 
more than 1300 Palestinians have died during nin-ins with 
Israeli security forces in the territories since they began in 
1989, according to toe Israeli human-rights group B'Tselem. 

Families have been scattered throughout the region and toe 
world. A study several years ago by the Gaza Community 
Mental Health Clinic indicated that 90 percent of Palestinian 
children age 8 10 14 had been teargassed. either at home or at 
school or on toe street Yet in an indication of how inter¬ 
twined the two societies have become, one out of four Pales¬ 
tinian workers crosses into Israel each day when toe borders 
are open, according to United Nations figures. Probably 50 
percent of Palestinian men speak fluent Hebrew. For better or 
worse, the Palestinian and Israeli economies have grown 
deeply interdependent. 

“Life under the Israelis has been an experience that has 
transformed us," said Kholed, a 28-ycar-old unemployed man 
in the West Bank village of Surif. 

Many Israelis defend the tough measures of toe occupation 
as necessary, given toe existence of such implacable enemies 
so close to home. No one wanted Israel to become the kind of 
country that metes out collective punishment and demolishes 
people's homes and shoots tear gas at children, they suy. but it 
happened in an escalation of violence. “Neither their teaching 
nor their experience has ever accustomed toe lewish people to 
exult in conquest." said Army Chief of Staff Yitzhak Rabin 
two weeks after toe Six Day War was concluded, and in the 
years that followed, toe Israelis were to become even more 
familiar with what Hebrew University professor Yaron Ezra- 
chi has called toe many “moral ambiguities and ideological 
contradictions" that are “toe realities of conquest/’ 

Today, while negotiations continue fitfully over the future 
of the West Bonk and Gaza, toe occupation goes on. For 
Khaled. in Surif. a hilly town of 15.000 not far from toe green 
line separating Israel from toe West Bank, the past few 
months have been littie different from years past. After the 
bombing of a Tel Aviv cafe that killed three Israelis in March. 
Israeli forces said they discovered a Hamas cell operating out 
of toe village and issued orders that residents could not go 
outside of toeir houses even during the day and could not 
leave the village except under extraordinary circumstances. 
(Brief interludes were finally granted to permit shopping for 
food.) Palestinians called the two-month curfew "collective 
punishment" of toe innocent, but Israelis said such tough 
measures were necessary to fight terrorism. 

The result was severe dislocation and occasional tragedy. 
Many people lost toeir jobs. A pregnant woman lost her baby 
when she couldn’t get to toe hospital in time after going into 
labor. The Israelis demolished three houses belonging (o the 
families of toe suspected Hamas sympathizers, saying such 
demolitions, although hard on survivors, are among toe most 
effective ways to deter future bombings. 

Today, four years after toe Oslo. Norway, peace process 
began, it has become difficult to gauge whether the occupa¬ 
tion is actually ending. Under Prime Ministers Rabin and 
Shimon Peres, Israeli troops withdrew from most of Gaza and 
from toe major cities of the West Bank. Since Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu was elected, the Israelis have also with¬ 
drawn from parts of Hebron. Most Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza now live for Ihe first time under at least partial 
self-rule. 

But the peace process is stalled and toe occupation only 
half dismantled. Israel retains security control over 97 percent 
of the territory on ihe West Bank and civilian administrative 
control over 70 percent. Israeli jeeps still patrol the villages 
and olive fields, and Israeli checkpoints dot the roads. The 
Palestinian-controlled area is divided into small islands of 
non-contiguous territory. Border dost res continue, keeping 
tens of thousands of Palestinian workers from toeir jobs in 
Israel and barring Gaza students from their universities in the 
West Bank. Furthermore, more than 130.000 Jewish settlers 
still live in toe territories. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 
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Our Say. . . 


Looking again at our educational system 

IT'S SUMMER time and schools are off. That means over half the population in 
Jordan will be enjoying the long summer holiday. But how can we ensure that 
time-off is not time wasted. For the majority of school students, summer vacation 
is about doing and learning nothing. On the last day at school many students tend 
to tear off their text and note books and throw them in the streets. That's how 
negative many of them feel about education. One tends to ask if the problem is in 
the students or in the educational system itself. 

We suggest that for this summer both the Ministry of Education and hundreds 
of thousands of students do some rethinking and a bit of work. For the ministry 
an in-depth revision of school curricula is needed. The pertinent question is what 
do we teach our children and how much benefit do they get out of the present ed¬ 
ucational system? The ministry decision makers should go back to school, study 
the textbooks and sit for exams, not in their capacity as officials, but as students 
themselves. They should place themselves in the students* shoes and see the 
world as they do. And then ask if our textbooks are up-to-date with what’s going 
on in the world around us. They should look at the language of our textbooks, 
find the logic behind the way chapters are designed, how illustrations are used 
and how questions are asked at the end of each chapter. They should talk to teach¬ 
ers and see how they view these textbooks and. more importantly, how they teach 
them. 

They should read exam questions, decide on their clarity and their purpose and 
then rate our current educational system. 

To answer many of these questions, we should also ask ourselves what kind of 
young graduates do we want for our country as it gets closer to the 21st century? 
Are we creating independently-minded students who have inquisitive minds and 
have developed a sense of initiative, or are we just putting them into moulds and 
in effect making exact copies of each student. Are we learning about them any 
thing that could help us steer them into the right field of study once they complete 
their secondary learning, or is our system delivering thousands of achievers who 
have little idea about what the real world is like outside? 

These questions cannot be answered in one summer vacation. These questions 
should be pan of a self-evaluation process that evolves as the whole world does 
each and every day. 

Meanwhile, what can we expect from the hundreds of thousands of students 
who are enjoying their summer holiday? Do we want them to sit at home, wake 
up late, watch TV all day long or loiter in the streets? Youth means energy and 
ambition and again the Ministry of Education along with other government bod¬ 
ies, devise ways to attract these young wen and women to get involved in social 
activities; summer camps, athletics, scouting, serving in social centers..etc. 

The private sector has a responsibility here as well. It must shoulder its respon¬ 
sibility by getting involved in such programs that will make the summer vacation 
a useful one for students where they can learn more about the real world. ■ 
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6 June, 1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon 

An open-ended 

anniversary 


By Carrie NeUe Moye 

Star US corespondent 

FIFTEEN YEARS ago on 6 June, a group 
of us flew out of Beirut International Air¬ 
port on our way to a meeting in Istanbul. 
Although our taxis, quite literally, had 
dodged sporadic bombing en route to the 
airport, this was not unusual (most of the 
world knew of the months of continual air 
attacks; most Americans did not) and 
none of us realized this was the invasion 
which had been threatening lor at least a 
year—the so-called “Peace for Galilee" 
invasion. The Israeli invasion of Lebanon, 
later proven to be with the lull support of 
Ronald Reagan, and which resulted in the 
slaughter of hundreds of Palestinian refu¬ 
gees in the camps of Sa bra and Shari to. 
and still later, the fading of Menachim Be¬ 
gin. as a force in Israel. 

Fifteen years later, no one would have 
predicted dial there would still be no real 
peace between Israel and the Palestinians. 
The subject seemingly has become one of 
boredom to the majority of people. Yet to 
those directly affected—Israelis. Palestin¬ 
ians. and others—it remains the number 
one focus of their lives. 

Present Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu, quickly forgot the lesson* 
so painfully learned by Menachem Begin. 
And on this 15th anniversary. Israelis are 
in the streets protesting vehemently. 
Why? 

Almost two decades after the Camp Da¬ 
vid accords, six years after the Middle 
East peace conference in Madrid, and sev¬ 
eral years after the signing of the Oslo. 
Washington, and Taba agreements, in si 
press conference following his summit 
meeting two weeks ago with Egypt's 
President Hosni Mubarak in Sharm El 
Sheikh. Netanyahu pronounced. '"This is a 
first step: a first step means there are more 
steps.” All this, and just “a first step?” Ne¬ 
tanyahu's diplomatic phraseology could 
not conceal the failure of this “last 
ditch—last chance” effort, as the meeting 
was widely described by Israeli. Arab, 
and international observers. 

His body language, if not his words, re¬ 
vealed the deep disappointment and frus¬ 
tration of Mubarak. What was at stake in 
the Sharm El Sheikh meeting was not the 
final solution of the Middle East problem, 
nor even partial agreements on marginal 
problems. It was. simply stated, finding a 
modus to re-start Israeli-Palestinian nego¬ 
tiations on the entire complex issue of for¬ 
mer agreements, especially those of Oslo. 

The Egyptian summit was preceded by 
numerous other ‘'preparatory.” “explorato¬ 
ry," "fact-finding” meetings with partici¬ 
pants including top US officials. Netanya¬ 
hu, his head of state Ezra Weizmann. 
Arafat and team, Mubarak and team. Jor¬ 
dan’s King Hussein and team, and Euro¬ 
pean mediators. Negotiators shuffled be¬ 
tween Washington. Amman. Aqaba. 
Cairo. Sharm El Sheikh. Tel Aviv. Jerusa¬ 
lem and various European capitals. 

If all these years and intensive efforts 
resulted just in one “first step.” how much 
time will it take to finalize subsequent re- 
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About 300 Israeli women demonstrated in Jerusalem, Friday, against the con¬ 
tinued occupation of the Palestinian territories and south Lebanon. The dem¬ 
onstration was held in remembrance of the 6-day War of June 1967 


quired steps, resume negotiations and 
reach acceptable solutions just on imple¬ 
menting already signed, witnessed and 
ratified agreements? 

And this speaks only of peaceful coex¬ 
istence between Palestinians and Israelis, 
not the complex issues left in limbo in¬ 
cluding the status of Jerusalem, Israeli set¬ 
tlements in Occupied Territories, water 
rights, and Palestinian statehood. Present¬ 
ly. it is pointless to think of jump-starting 
/he Jsraeli-Syrian-Lebanese talks to com¬ 
plete the cycle of peace agreements be¬ 
tween Israel and all its neighbors—a pre¬ 
requisite to establishing lasting peace in 
the Middle East. 

This is a pessimistic prognosis. Time is 
a malignant force challenging peace while 
allowing radical philosophies on both 
sides to divide and multiply. The core 
problem now. as the non-implementation 
of the Camp David and Oslo Accords 
shows, lies in the interpretation of specif¬ 
ics. especially as concerns (he Palestinian 
side of the equation. Talks have become a 
Byzantine debate on minute details, while 
the broader goals have been shelved. The 
people who suffer feel they have been for¬ 
gotten and are losing faith in the entire 
concept of peace, in their leaders, in the 
(mainly US) peace brokers. The somber 
mood is contagious. 

War in the Middle East is neither immi¬ 
nent nor feasible, but nimbi ings are in¬ 
creasing. Talk of war by Israelis and Ar¬ 
abs to break the stalemate may be 
dismissed as gesturing, but such talk is 
having its psychological effect on socie¬ 
ties. the media, decision makers, and es¬ 
pecially the military. 

Front all appearances, the US is letting 
matters drift, hoping that the concerned 
parties eventually will come to terms on 
their own. Clinton and team apparently 
have decided to discontinue Warren 
Christopher’s strategy of high-level, di¬ 


rect mediation in favor of a snail pace atti¬ 
tude. This approach would have some 
merit if the US truly took a neutral stance 
as an honest umpire. But US attitude 
clearly is tilted toward Israel, despite oc¬ 
casional murmurs criticizing certain Israe¬ 
li actions, most notably the settlement pol¬ 
icy. 

Carter. Reagan. Bush, and Clinton, in 
varying degrees, all have criticized Is¬ 
rael's annexation policies and settlement 
activities, but the US has never really 
tried to dissuade Israel. Clinton's silence 
on Israeli breaches of international law. 
the Geneva Conventions. UN resolulions 
and signed accords i^so pronounced even 
Israeli peace adherents shake their heads. 
US vetoes in the UN Security Council to 
prevent censuring Israeli breaches (ell ail. 
To remind Clinton of his obligations to¬ 
ward Middle East peace as co-signatory 
and guarantor, has been, as expressed by a 
Middle Eastern proverb, “as effective as 
grinding water.” 

But Clinton is not the United States; he 
is (he elected leader. He owes it to his 
country and the world to exercise leader¬ 
ship. wisely and fairly, in advancing 
peace. If he is neither willing nor able to 
do so. the large segment of US society in¬ 
terested in Middle East peace must be¬ 
come more active. Not only is it impera¬ 
tive to establish harmony in the Holy 
Land but the US also must remain mind- 
fir! of its determination to preserve signifi¬ 
cant interests that led Bush to muster an 
international coalition of 40 nations, and 
almost one million soldiers at a cost esti¬ 
mated at $ 150 billion. 

If the United States truly seeks peace. 
Clinton knows precisely how to achieve 
it. In ancient times, the children of Abra¬ 
ham. Jews and Arabs alike, had over 70 
prophets. Today they need just one honest 
mediator. ■ 


Algerian election yields 
multiparty parliament 


By John Daniszewski 

ALGIERS. Algeria—Pro- 

govemmem forces last Friday 
took the largest share of Alge¬ 
ria's first multiparty parliament 
amid charges of fraud and ir¬ 
regularity. But two Islamist 
parlies also gained one-fourth 
of the *eats, giving a society 
wracked by violence a new 
breath of political pluralism. 

‘This is a big democratic 
day,... a great day,” declared 
one ebullient leader of the mod¬ 
erate Islamists, Mahfoud Nah- 
nad, even as he launched into a 
tirade about all the votes alleg¬ 
edly stolen from his party. All 
in all. the delayed replay of Al¬ 
geria's catastrophic 1992 elec¬ 
tion was a mixed bag. political 
analysts and election observers 
said. 

The 65 percent turnout was 
unimpressive by Algerian stan¬ 
dards. Favoritism toward the 
pro-government camp almost 
certainly occurred, and parlia¬ 
ment itself will enjoy only lim¬ 
ited powers with the army and 
President Liamine Zeroual still 
firmly in control. 

Yet the results gave Islamists 
and other government critics a 
voice in governing. 

The achievement could blunt 
the appeal of violent groups 
who have waged a five-year 
war of terror against Algerian 
authorities since Islamists were 
stopped from taking power 
when the array canceled the 
country's first democratic elec¬ 
tion in 1992. 

The distribution of seats was 
realistic enough to be accepted 
by a war-weary public, even if 
“you have to hold your nose a 
bit-” predicted one international 
monitor with long experience 
in the country. 

The voting was carried out in 
a war atmosphere. The overrid¬ 
ing question was whether, in 
the long run. it would serve the 


interests of peace. 

Zeroual's govern¬ 
ment lost no lime 
claiming it would. 

“This historic vote, 
which was not marred 
by any distortion, is 
an enormous progress 
and a great victory.” 
an enthusiastic interi¬ 
or Minister Mustapha 
Benmansour told jour¬ 
nalists. 

Zeroual’s two- 
month-old National 
Democratic Rally got 
155 seats, or 41 per¬ 
cent of the 380 places. 

Known by its French 
acronym RND, the 
party was backed by | 
the country's sizable 
administrative bureaucracy and 
military, and picked up votes 
from Algerians supportive of 
Zeroual’s policy of eradicating 
“terrorism'’ while cautiously in¬ 
troducing market reforms. 

Opposition parties said vote 
manipulation was a major fac¬ 
tor in its success, and some for¬ 
eign election observers were in¬ 
clined to agree. Although the 
monitors in the country have 
not yet issued their final re¬ 
ports. they said privately that 
there were at least strong 
grounds to suspect the size of 
the RND’s victory margin. 

One observer said he saw 
ballot boxes from army posts 
where turnout was reported at 
100 percent, and all the votes 
were for the RND. In addition, 
he said, the ballots had been 
folded uniformly and stacked 
perfectly inside the box. 

In second place was Nah- 
nad's Movement for a Peaceful 
Society, a moderate Islamic 
party formerly known as Ha¬ 
mas. It won 69 seats, or 18 per¬ 
cent of the total. Along with an¬ 
other relatively moderate, 
Islamic-oriented party. Nanda, 
which had 34 sears, the Isla¬ 
mists will control 103 seats, or 



27 percent of the parliament. 

The moderate Islamists 
charged that the final tally was 
rigged against them but indicat¬ 
ed that they will take their sears 
in parliament anyway. Nahnad 
said he will press for greater di¬ 
alogue. an apparent reference 
to the banning of the Islamic 
Salvation Front, which would 
have won in 1992 and whose 
leaders remain in prison. 

“To stop the bloodshed, you 
need dialogue and agreement 
and efficient discussions 
among all the political class¬ 
es." he said. Although the Isla¬ 
mist parties turned in a respect¬ 
able showing, other opposition 
parties were far more disap¬ 
pointed and strident in their 
complaints of vote fraud. 

“The authority is carrying 
out these practices to ensure 
its longevity, even to the detri¬ 
ment of the country.” said Sa¬ 
lim Saadi, head of the Rally 
for Culture and Democracy, a 
party opposed to Islamic mili¬ 
tants. which had been expect¬ 
ed to do better than the 19 
seats it obtained. 

Charges of irregularities 
centered on two categories; 
“special voting" —the voting 


of soldiers, police, firemen 
and other state workers who 
voted separately because of 
public duties, and “itinerant 
voting”—in which ballot box¬ 
es were moved to sparsely set¬ 
tled areas. 

Opposition parties said in 
both cases they could not 
properly monitor the ballot 
boxes. In some rural areas, 
poll watchers from various 
parties complained of being 
driven away from voting sta¬ 
tions. even at gunpoint, and of 
ballot boxes being opened or 
removed for long periods. . 

What was unclear was 
whether the level of vote fraud 
was so egregious that it would 
lead to a popular outburst or 
renewed support for armed 
groups who have been op¬ 
posed to the government since 
1992. 

University of Algiers politi¬ 
cal scientist Mohammed Hen¬ 
na said he thought the election 
could be a step toward the end 
of violence, as long as the par¬ 
liament has a semblance of 
pluralism. ■ 

LA Tones-Washington Post 
News Service 
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Lebanon and^ 
terrorism d 

PERHAPS THE above £ 
tie is a memory of Lhe Leb- , 
anese civil war. especially s. 
now the country has 
turned to a state of normal¬ 
cy Perhaps the terrorisms 
term, as far as Lebanon » 
concerned, is only used by ■ 
the media that ' 

the activities of Hrzbollan, 
in south Lebanon. 

However, the phenome- - 
non. by and large, was cur- ., 
tailed, or rather, we 
thought it had. that is unni 
the recent news of the 
threats of Sheikh Toufaily. 

a leader of a splinter group i 

from Htzbollah. He is 
starring a campaign of civ- 
il disobedience against the 
central government, from 
his base in the Beka’a val¬ 
ley. 

Though (here is opposi¬ 
tion to the current Leba¬ 
nese government, up till, 
now. most of the constitu¬ 
tional problems, and social 
issues have been solved 
through negotiations be¬ 
tween the concerned par-, 
ties, albeit with at times. 
Syrian intervention. But 
this new threat coming 
from the Beka'a may 
prove a little difficult to 
challenge, since the cam¬ 
paign of disobedience 
seems to be supported by 
large shipments of arms to 
the area. 

This clearly indicates 
that Sheikh Toufaily’s 
threats may not be limited 
to passive resistance and 
non-cooperation. but 
might take the serious di¬ 
mension of an armed con¬ 
flict with the Lebanese 
government. 

In all scenarios on Leba¬ 
non, when the Baka is 
mentioned, the first thing 
that comes to mind is Lhe 
large contingent of Syrian 
troops stationed in the 
area. It may be plausible 
that the threatening policy 
of non-cooperation could 
have remained as a local 
issue, with the Syrian pres¬ 
ence simply ignoring it un¬ 
til it suited them to inter¬ 
fere as the main arbiter of 
Lebanese politics. Howev¬ 
er. the fact that there are 
armed shipments heading 
for the area, means much 
more than a simple Syrian 
looking away policy, and 
if it is done under the Syri¬ 
an gaze, then one would 
assume that the Lebanese 
leadership will have to 
shuffle in haste towards 
Damascus or Latakia. 

Ironically, the date cho¬ 
sen for the insurrection. 4 
July, coincides with the 
festivities of US Indepen¬ 
dence Day. We hope at 
least in Lebanon, lhe day 
will not be marked by live 
ammunition fireworks. 
Just at the time when the 
Pope had delivered his 
message of hope and coex¬ 
istence. supported by one 
million Lebanese from all 
denominations, a conspira¬ 
cy of revolt is being 
hatched now. 

Still there is more to 
come. The representative 
of the Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKKj in Lebanon, 
gave in a press conference 
his version of military op¬ 
erations by the Turkish - 
army in northern Iraq and 
concluded with terrorist 
actions against Turkish as 
well as Israeli interests in a 
reference to the Turkish- 
lsraeli strategic alliance. 

It is hard to believe that 
Lebanon actually hosts the 
PKK let alone sponsors 
them, and our brethren the 
Syrians have continuously 
denied any involvement in 
PKK armed activities, de¬ 
spite the fact that Turkey 
has been accusing them of 
doing so for n, long time. 
Yet, how can one justify 
the official presence of the 
spokesman of the PKK in 
Lebanon, threatening with 
terrorism in his press con¬ 
ference without, either the 
Syrian or Lebanese author¬ 
ities giving any justifica¬ 
tion? 

One must always cau¬ 
tion against the policy of 
escalation, and it seems 
that there is a constant 
pressure of raising the 
stakes especially at a mo¬ 
ment in our region when 
all parties seem to be look¬ 
ing for new alignments 
and seeking new allies in a 
dangerous formula of Mid¬ 
dle Eastern transient poli¬ 
tics. 

It is not in the interest of 
Lebanon to be identified as 
a cauldron of terrorism, 
neither is it in Syria's in¬ 
terest to be known as the 
sponsor of terrorism. One 
does not seriously threaten 
anyone with the use of 
arms, by shooting ones 
own leg. ■ 
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■ The foreign share of 

capital in Jordanian com¬ 
panies is 33%, most of it 
from Arabic countries. 

A financial study sug¬ 
gested that Arab invest¬ 
ments in the banking sec¬ 
tor reached 48%, 57% of 
which is in the Arab 
Bank, 61% m the Arab 
Banking Corporation, 
41% in the Housing 
Bank, 19% in the Jordan 
National Bank, 21% in 
the Arab Jordan Invest¬ 
ment, 5% in the Industrial 
Development Bank, and 
12% in the Cairo Amman 
Bank. 

- In-the industrial sector 
the foreign stake totaled 
22%, Arab investments 
- accounted for 10% in the 
Tobacco and Cigarettes 
Co, 3.6% in the Cement 
Factories, 41% in the 
Arab Potash and 23% in 
the Arabic Center for 
Pharmaceutical Indus¬ 
tries, 19% in the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines, and 
27% in the Paper and 
' Cardboard Factories. 

■ Dar A1 Dawa Pharma¬ 
ceutical Co., hopes to 
increase its expons to the 
Iraqi market this year by 
55%. in the iighr of the 
implementation of the oil 
for food deal and 
approved Jordanian con¬ 
tracts to export pharma¬ 
ceuticals to Iraq. 

Its exports to Algeria 
and Saudi Arabia are also 
witnessing an encourag¬ 
ing rise. The company's 
sales last year totalled JD 
17.03 million, mostly for 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq. 

The shareholders rights 
of the JD 6 million com¬ 
pany were JD 20 million 
by the end of last year. 

■ Jordan vegetable 
exports saw a sharp hike 
in 1996 compared with 
J995, estimated at 28,000 
tons. 

Fruits exports rose by 
about 11.000 tons. 
United Arab Emirates 
imported about 137,000 
tons, followed by Bahrain 
51,000 tons, Lebanon 
50.000 tons, Qatar 42,000 
tons and Kuwait 41.000' 
tons. 

■ Jordanian imports of 
vegetables last year were 
83.000 tons, recording a 
rise of 28,000 tons over 
1995. These imports 
mainly come from Leba¬ 
non. Palestine, Indonesia. 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia. 

■ The general assembly 
of the the Jordanian- 
Syrian Industrial Free 
Zone Co. held a meeting 
in Damascus to discuss 
means of enhancing co¬ 
operation in investment 
and ways of. creating 
industrial joint ventures 
in the two countries. The 
two sides also stressed 
die need to increase 
exports between the two 
countries. 


Giving tourism a helping hand 


By Il ham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

TOURISM IN Jordan is one 
of the most important sources 
of hard currency. Official sta¬ 
tistics suggest that tourism 
generated $700 million in 
1996. 

boost its performance, 
uie Tourism Ministry wants to 
improve touristic infrastruc¬ 
ture and provide better facili¬ 
ties. It aims Lo bypass the 
over I million tourists that 
came, to Jordan last year. 
Despite the setbacks in the 
peace process that led to the 
noticeable decline in the num¬ 
ber of tourists coming to this 
country, ministry officials are 
putting a brave face. They 
stress that the potential is 
great. 

The development of the 
tourism sector in Jordan also 
depends on the performance 
of the travel and tourism 
agencies who, through co¬ 
operation with the Ministry of 
tourism, play an important 
role in promoting Jordan 
worldwide. 

Mr Lam'i Haddadin. presi¬ 
dent of the Jordan Society of 
Tourist and Travel Agents 
(JSTTA) told The Star that 
“we as a society fully co¬ 
operate with the Ministry to 
improve Lhe performance of 
the touristic sector, and 
enhance its competence and 
productivity for the welfare of 
the economy." 

Haddadin stresses that it is 


necessary to end competition 
from airlines companies to 
the travel and tourism agen¬ 
cies. Competition within 
these agencies must be 
stopped. This can be achieved 
through the cancellation of 
the discount these agencies 
take as a commission. This 
step aims at increasing 
income and financial reve¬ 
nues of these agents and sup¬ 
port the state treasury. 

Jordan is an attractive tour¬ 
ist centre that links different 
parts of the world. Haddadin 
says that his society plays an 
important role in promoting 
Jordan and in making people 
of various countries aware of 
this region. 

Despite their role however, 
travel agencies have been in 
for a shock. By law they must 
now raise their capital to JD 
50,000. The government says 
that the 400 agencies in the 
country are far loo high and 
their number must be 
reduced. The government's 
new philosophy is aimed to 
strengthen the private sector 
and make sure that only the 
strong stays in the market. A 
number of travel agencies 
have already closed. 

This law came into effect 
last year, but it is only now 
that travel agencies are begin¬ 
ning to feel the pinch. 

Aiming to reduce the bur¬ 
den of implementing the law 
on some agencies, Haddadin 
said “I personally helped 
agencies that were unable to 


adjust themselves 
in accordance 
with the law. by 
contributing to the 
capital and ensur¬ 
ing bank deposits" 

/according to the 
law this deposit 
was raised from 
JD 5000 to JD 
25,000 for ticket¬ 
ing agencies and 
JD 25,000 for 
tourism). This 
means that those 
agencies who run 
travel and tourism 
offices should 
now deposit JD 
50,000 in the 
bank. Today, out 
of 400 travel agen¬ 
cies, there are 267 
licensed. while 
some have closed Haddadin 
down. 

Hani Suleiman, 
director of Trans Continents 
Tours told The Star that it is 
true this law brings tough 
conditions, but he shares Had- 
dadin's view that the only 
way to reach a settlement is to 
continue a constructive dia¬ 
logue with the Ministry of 
tourism. 

The two also called on the 
government to slop giving 
licences for new travel and 
tourism agencies, at least for 
the next five years. 

Haddadin pointed to the 
importance of Lhe national 
conference on tourism which 
was due to be held between 
13-15, June. Its main objec¬ 



tive is to study ail difficulties 
and obstacles facing the tour¬ 
istic sector in Jordan, to find 
solutions and make 
recommendations. 

Regionally. Haddadin said 
that “we are facing competi¬ 
tion from international mar¬ 
kets. especially from our 
neighbors." 


Israeli travel agencies are 
benefiting a great deal. They 
are offering one-day free 
Petra visits on their package 
tours. 

Haddadin wondered how 
much such packages benefit 
the local tourism industry. 

“The opening of the south¬ 
ern crossing point was a polit¬ 
ical decision, and we highly 
respect and appreciate such a 
resolution. But the Jordanian 
negotiator representing the 
touristic sector should have 
given priority to the interest 
of the tourist industry and rhe 
national economy". Haddadin 
said. 

The JSTTA president sug¬ 
gested that the arrival and exit 
fees from the southern cross¬ 
ing point should be increased: 

$100 for arrival and exit fees 
relating to one-day visits: $70 
for arrival and exit fees relat¬ 
ing to two days, one night 
visit: $60 for arrival and exit 
fees relating to three days, 
two nights visits. 

Haddadin urged the govern¬ 
ment to study these sugges¬ 
tions or propose its own to put 
an end to the one-day tourism 
which does not have any posi¬ 
tive impact on the economy. 


UNDP officially 
launches 1997 Human 
Development Report 
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\ ■ • Ear oarage economic, commercial, 

. . scientific and touristic activities between 
Jordanand Switzerland. 

ITte founders of. the association hold 
their Erst meeting and elected the Board 
- members last week. These are Motiam- 
< mad Ibrahim.. Muhaima-. (President), 
Ernst Liniger (Vice President), MT Kha - 
mis Abu Zeid (Treasurer), Jabara 
r Khonry (Secretary i T Van der Linden 
(member), Anwar Oboidat (member), 

- Christian Gartnumn (member). 

• JGS&A welcomes all persons con- 
, ecrjjed with above objectives lo join the 
•; assodafion as? active members, support- - 


- . association acre .nepDm support- - 

1 members or honorary members. For 
‘ details,, contact - the president :of . 



AMMAN—At exactly the 
same time that the 1997 
Human Development Report is 
made public Lo the world in 
Washington. DC and Bonn, the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) will 
release the report’s findings in 
Amman today. Thursday 12 
June at an official ceremony 
under the patronage of Prime 
Minister. Dr Abdul Salam A1 
Majali. 

Best known for its assess¬ 
ment of living standards in 
some 175 countries, the annu¬ 
ally published Human Devel¬ 
opment Reports are commis¬ 
sioned by UNDP and written 
by an independent team of 
scholars and experts from 
around the world. 

Since it was first published 
in 1990. the Human Develop- 
rifent Report has underscored 
the importance 'of people- 
centered development with a 
strong emphasis on equitable 
and " sustainable economic 
growth. 
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By Pascal Fletcher 

IN ONE of Cuba’s more secre¬ 
tive Afro-Cuban religious, 
known as Regia de Congo, 
Mayombe or Palo Monte, 
priests would use gunpowder 
to prepare a spell. 

They placed little piles of this 
powder, known os Tula, over 
ritual drawings and lit them 
with a cigar. If all or most of 
the piles caught, it signalled the 
charm would work. The 
ignited fula was “opening the 
way” for the spell. 

'In today's Cuba the word 
fula has acquired a new mean¬ 
ing. It is used in Cuban street 
slang to describe money. Not 
just any money. Hard cur¬ 
rency. Specifically, the United 
States dollar. 

The invasion of .the US dol¬ 
lar. with its superior buying 
power to the Cuban peso, is 
fomenting a new kind of revo¬ 
lution in Cuba, dividing its 
society into those who have 
dollars, a growing group, and 
those who have not, the major¬ 
ity of peso-earning state 
workers. This threatens one of 

the tenets of the Cuban Revolu¬ 
tion,- once trumpeted by us 


leaders: that of social justice 
and equality. 

Like the ritual gunpowder, 
the US dollar “opens die way" 

on the co mmunis t-ruled island: 
to bard-currency shops and 
tourist installations, to consumer 
goods and services unavailable 
in Cuban pesos. In short, to a 
richer life style. 

The decision to allow Cubans to 
use hard currency, announced 
by Fidel Castro in summer 
1993, was perhaps the most 
influential of all the economic 
reforms introduced in Cuba 
during the past five years. 

Combined with an influx of 
foreign businessmen and tour¬ 
ists, and with the slow emer¬ 
gence of a self-employed sec¬ 
tor, the unrestricted circulation 
of the US dollar is changing 
the face of Cuban society. 

It has shattered the carefofly cal¬ 
ibrated egalitarianism of Cuba's 
society during the Soviet bloc 
years, which was built on a uni¬ 
form national food rationing 
system and subsidised prices. 
Privileged groups, mostly linked 
to the hierarchy of political 
power, did exist, but the basic 
relationship between wages, 
income and prices was the same 


for the majority of citizens. 

Castro stresses the economic 
necessity of the 1993 measure, 
but has often lamented its 
impact. “It hurt, it really hurt. 
We were aware of the inequali¬ 
ties and privileges it created. 
But we had to do it." he says. 
After years of lambasting 
Cuba’s Yankee imperialist" 
arch-enemy, the US, he has had 
to accept the Yankee dollar as a 
de facto national currency circu¬ 
lating alongside the Cuban peso. 

Castro says the move was 
unavoidable to “save the revo¬ 
lution". In other words, to help 
the island and its one-party 
political system survive a deep 
economic recession triggered 
by the collapse of the Soviet 
bloc and made worse by . tight¬ 
ened US trade and a financial 
embargo 

The government needed (and 
still needs) to lay its hands on 
every dollar it could find to pay 
for essential oil and food 
imports. The use of hand cur¬ 
rency by Cubans had been 
illegal but a huge dollar black 
market flourished, inaccessible 
to the government. The solu¬ 
tion? Legalise it and get the 
dollars our from under Cubans' 
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matLresses and into the state 
coffers. 

The authorities set up a net¬ 
work of hard currency shops 
selling basic consumer goods 
such as cooking oil. clothes 
and the subsidised peso stores, 
these now’ extend across the 
island. 

The value of the dollar has 
fallen from the high black 
market rate of 150 Cuban 
pesos reached in mid-1994. but 
it still packs a more powerful 
buying punch than the national 
currency. It is at present worth 
about 22 pesos. This differen¬ 
tia! remains disruptive and has 
turned work categories and 
their respective incomes topsy¬ 
turvy. 

Jose, who is 28. used to 
work as a doorman at a state 
discotheque, earning 120 pesos 
(about $6 at the current rate) a 
month. 

Now he washes foreigners’ 
cars outside an office block in 
Havana. With luck, he can cam 
$5 or more in lips during one 
week, which gives him a 
monthly income of around $20. 
a princely svm by Cuban 
standards. 

He swapped his disco door¬ 
man" s clothes for rhe tatty, 
grime-stained shorts and T- 
shirt he uses while swabbing 
down cars. But he has no 
regrets. "Who can live off 120 
pesos a month? At least this 
way Pm getting somewhere." 
he says. 

Pedro, a former trained elec¬ 
trician with a wife and two 
children, is another who has 
made the switch from the 
peso-earning state sector to 
dollar entrepreneurship. 

He left his 265 peso-a-month 
electrician's job and now bakes 
guayaba and coconut pies 
which he sells at $1.50 each at 
offices and work centres. “At 
least this way I'm making a 
decent living" he says. He is 
saving up to join family mem¬ 
bers in Spain. 

Through hard currency tips 
from foreign customers, wait¬ 
ers working in tourist hotels 
and restaurants can multiply 
many times the monthly peso 
wage of teachers and doctors, 
the pride of Cuban society. 

A wealthy class, millionaires 
by Cuban standards, is emerg¬ 
ing. Their hard currency 


One of the highlights of the 
report is the Human Develop¬ 
ment Index (HDI), which ranks 
countries every year according 
to three variables—life expec¬ 
tancy, adult literacy and per 
capita income. 

Jordan's ranking over the 
last seven years has fluctuated 
between a low of 98 and a high 
of 73, reflecting, to some 
extent, its vulnerability to the 
prevailing economic and politi¬ 
cal climate. Since 1993. how¬ 
ever. it has been slowly climb¬ 
ing up the ranks with a higher 
HDI value, much in part to the 
progress it has achieved in edu¬ 
cation and health: 

Last year. Canada topped the 
HDI ranks, followed by the 
United States. Japan, Nether¬ 
lands and Norway. The Arab 
country with the highest human 
development was Bahrain with 
a ranking of 39. followed by 
United Arab Emirates at 42, 
Qatar at 50, and Kuwait at 51. 


income can derive from a 
variety of non-state sources 
remittances sent by family 
members, income from renting 
homes to foreigners or fees 
paid to artists and entertainers. 

Alarmed by these income 
differences and cases of cor¬ 
ruption involving hard -cur¬ 
rency, the authorities seem to 
be trying to restore a measure 
of socialist-style equality. 

Lending teeth to an ideologi¬ 
cal campaign against “mercan¬ 
tilist psychology" and "consu¬ 
merism”. the government has 
borrowed a redistribution 
mechanism long-established in 
capitalist societies taxation. 
Income tax has been reintro¬ 
duced after a 30-year absence, 
and the authorities now tax all 
hard currency income except 
remittances sent from abroad. 
Peso salaries remain untaxed. 

Reaction to Lhe taxes, which 
the government says it uses for 
the country's free health and 
education sysiem. is grumble 
most often heard. 

Nevertheless, the "dollarisa¬ 
tion" of the Cuban economy 
seems to be increasing. In cit¬ 
ies tike Havana, where tourism 
and foreign business is high. 50 
per cent or more of the popula¬ 
tion are reported to have access 
to hard currency. 

Sales of goods and services 
in hard currency rose IS per¬ 
cent to $627m (£384.6m) in 
1996. Since 1995. Cubans have 
been 

able to hold hard currency 
bank accounts, and government 
foreign exchanges will change 
dollars into pesos and pesos 
into convertible currency. One- 
third of Cuba's workforce now 
receives some kind of hard cur¬ 
rency incentive on top of a 
peso salary. 

Cuba's leaders say the circu¬ 
lation of the Yankee dollar is a 
necessary evil which will not 
last forever. To salvage 
national pride, the government 
has issued a parallel 
convertible peso at a one-to- 
one rate with the dollar. The 
next step will be to reduce 
Cuba's three currencies US 
dollar. convertible peso, 
national peso to the two pesos. 

The final goal is a single, 
internationally convertible 
Cuban peso, but this will 
require the full recovery of the 
Cuban economy and an end to. 
the US financial and economic 
embargo of the island. ■ 
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Big could be beautiful 

THE ECONOMIC game today as interpreted by the gov¬ 
ernment is capital concentration and streamlining of 
enterprises. In today’s world, the phrase big is beautiful, 
is being implemented on the local level. Larger compa¬ 
nies are better equipped to deal with the distortions and 
bottlenecks in the economy, it is argued. For the govern¬ 
ment, the idea is to induce greater economic 
performance. 

It has become a prerequisite for banks, insurance and 
tourism.companies to make changes Lhat are seen as nec¬ 
essary to boost performance, improve services and cope 
with worldwide challenges and competition. 

In the banking sector for instance, the Central Bank of 
Jordan fCBJ) asked all authorized banks to raise their 
capital to JD 20 million, by the end of this year. Some 
• banks, encouraged by incentives from the CBJ to merge, 
have concluded mergers—the Business Bank and Jor¬ 
dan National Bank, is one. If the 26 operating banks in 
Jordan are reduced by even a handful, then it will create 
stronger financial institutions that can be run and be 
managed successfully. 

The CBJ's recommendations to raise banks capiLal 
may be positive, but can the case be true with the insu¬ 
rance sector? 

In 1986, total insurance companies in the country was 
33, but because of continuous losses, the government 
wanted to reduce their losses by forcing them to merge. 

Encouraged by incentives, the number of insurance 
companies has been lowered to 17 in 1994. This was the 
result of a law prohibiting the establishment of new 
insurance companies. Also." this law now calls on these 
firms to'raise their capital to JD 2 million before the 
coming November. 

Some were strong enough to increase their capital 
while others merged. However, there are still nine com¬ 
panies, unable to adjust themselves, and the question 
now what will be their fate of they fail to either merge 
or raise their capital before November. Last year, six 
insurance companies suffered losses especially in the 
compulsory car insurance branch. In 1995. these losses 
totalled JD 42> million. 

Today it is the turn of travel and tourism offices who 
are now obliged to increase their capital to JD 50.000. 
They could face closure if they don't put up. (See main 
story1■ 


Lyonnaise Des Eaux 
opens regional office in 
Amman 


THE FRENCH water group. Lyonnaise Des Eaux. has 
opened a regional office for the Middle East and North Africa 
in Amman. Its regional director is Jubran Owayshek. 

The company has chosen Jordan as its headquarters 
because of its strategic location to the rest of the Arab 
countries. 

Lyonnaise Des Eaux is not new to the Arab world. It has 
offices in Beirut, Gaza. Amman and Tunis. The company has 
just signed a contract to distribute water, electricity and the 
treatment of public water in Casablanca, a city with a 
population. 

Lyonnaise-Des Eaux has been in operation for more than a 
century. It is involved with building infrastructure and pro¬ 
viding services to different municipalities. Today, more than 
40 percent of its work is carried outside France. ■ 
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Their Royal Highnesses 
opens Taibyet village 


i 


THEIR ROYAL Highnesses Prince 
Faisal Bin A1 Hussein and Princess 
Alia Al Faisal opened the Taibyet \ il- 
laec in A! Wihdal. East Amman. I;im ■ 
week. 

The Tnihyel village is a unique tour- 1 
isiie site, modeled on ancient Islamic • 
and Arab architecture. The site has I 
extensive entertainment facilities and • 
revives the traditional social atmos¬ 
phere. particularly of Ramadan. Al 
Fitr and Al Ad ha Eids and other cele- > 
bntiuns that mark national and relis- ! 




n »us itccusions. j 

Tlie visitor can enjoy shopping at i 
the "Souk" which displays traditional ' 
handicrafts. ■ ■ 


Renovated North Theater 


promises to lighten festival 


By Anca de Malo 

Special to Slur 


T he echo of music and dramatic dec¬ 
lamations in Jerosh's North Theater 
long faded away with the decline of 
the Roman Empire. However. 17 
centuries later, the newly renovated theatre 
is ready to lake its place on the occasion of 
the 16th Jerash Festival of Culture and 
Arts. On 24 July, the stage that once 
vibrated under the feet of those still myster¬ 
ious performers inspired and protected by 
Apollo li.e Roman deity of music and art), 
will be reanimated by the exuberant talent 
of young dancers and musicians from 
Europe. South and North America and the 
Middle East. 

This great cultural event has been made 
possible by the remarkable restoration work 
carried out by a 30-member team headed by 
Abdel Majeed Majali. a restoration expert 
at the Antiquities Dept., and director of the 
location of the Jerash Festival since its 
inauguration in 19SI. 

"The first festivals were held only in the 
South Theatre. Other places like the Forum. 
Artemis Steps. Che Tetrapylons and Garcia 
gradually started to host the ever increasing 
events of the festival” Mr Majali said. 
"Now that the North Theatre is to be 
opened next month, we shall next concen¬ 
trate on the Hippodrome, the arena near 
Hadrian’s Gate that the Romans used for 
horse shows.” he explained. 

Built in 162 AD as an auditorium, the 
North Theatre was expanded into an amphi¬ 
theater a century later. This was by the 
addition of a stage and an eight-step upper 
level. The facade was framed by four big 
Corinthian columns (and two comers), the 
sign of the importance of the place, the 
expert pointed out. 

The Amphitheater was completely 
neglected during the austere Byzantine 
period. Partly dismantled into construction 
stones for churches and cathedrals, it was 
turned into a water container in the long 



Renovated North Theater 


run. The North Theatre collapsed under 
the vigorous shakes of an earthquake in 
747 AD. Buried seven meters underground 
by the wind, rain and lime, only the top of 
its upper level was visible in 1982. when 
the Antiquities Dept., in collaboration with 
American. British and Australian exports 
started excavation on the site. 

In 1986 Mr Majali's team made up of 
lechnicians. constructors, potters and 
experts in Jerash archeology started the 
restoration of the theatre faithfully respect¬ 
ing the sketches of the original site. With a 


four-year interruption from I9 g l to I‘195. 
the restoration work underwent several 
slow and fast stages. The lego-like assem¬ 
bling process included cleaning ihc stones, 
assigning them numbers, sticking ihc 
broken pieces together, replacing the miss¬ 
ing original sioncs with similar new ones, 
rebuilding the completely broken stage, 
reconstructing the stairs thal (cad io ihc 
second level and restoring the Hi alabaster 
circles designed for the orchestras on the 
ground arena beneath the stage. 

Four wonderful haercliefs have hecn dis¬ 


covered on the symmetrical walls of the 
two lateral entries, each projecting from a 
square surface the silhouette of an instru¬ 
ment player. On the right side corner, the 
tsavagely beheaded!) figure of Apollo 
playing Ihc harp and ihe profile of another 
character playing the flute can be seen, 
while the left side is adorned by the ele¬ 
gant figures of a drummer and a flutist. 

Moreover several Latin inscription could 
be noticed on the background of the stage 
under the niches that once used to be cov¬ 
ered with glass mosaic. A beautifully 
carved inscription on an unassembled 
stone testifies to the participation of the 
Armenian legion of the Roman army in the 
building of the theatre. 

The Iasi touching-up to be done before 
the opening of the festival concerns the 
floor of ihc backstage and the cloakrooms. 
Two wooden cloakrooms arc lo he added 
to the iwu original ones only for the 20 
days of the festival. Temporarily, two 
sound and light control rooms will be 
installed as well. 

Solid and safe, the North Theatre is in a 
way the most completed place of the whole 
complex. "The entrances are very well 
done, and once closed, there is no other 
way of getting inside the theatre.” Mr 
Majali pointed out. "The access to the sec¬ 
ond floor by hack stairs, as originally con¬ 
ceived. will avoid crowding at the lateral 
entries." he added. The restored 

North Theatre, ready to accommodate 
almost 200H people, is a great archeologi¬ 
cal achievement that will contribute to the 
reinforcement of the public awareness of 
the history of ihc place as well as of the 
importance of the Jerash festival. "The 
archeology of Jerash has become more 3nd 
more appreciated by both tourists and Jor¬ 
danians. As a matter of fact, many local 
families and their children have got the 
habit of coming lor a walk on the site 
whenever they hjve some spare time.” Mr 
Majali pointed out. ■ 


Horizon charts course with optimism 


THE MEMBERS of the 
Board of Management of 
Horizon Advertising & 
Communications Network 
met in Athens earlier this 
month. The Agency, which 
has offices in Athens. 
Amman, Beirut, Cairo. 
Dubai. Jeddah and Kuwait, 
had chosen "Planning for 
the 21st century" as the 


theme of this year's 

meeting. 

Presiding over the 

two-day conference. Rafic 
Saadeh, chairman. said 
"Although wc hold 

"meeting-of-the-mind" 
workshops at least once or 
twice a year this one turned 
out (o he particularly 
stimulating. We made a 

frank and critical assessment 
of the existing realities and 



them well in time." 

The Agency has 
already set in motion 
an ambitious high 
technology drive by 
establishing 
interactive 

communication links 
between its network 
offices and the 
international partner 
agencies. This 

makes it possible to 
share vital 

information on 
media plans, 

research. product 
data etc., as well .is 
exchange creative 
concepts, guidelines 
and artworks. The 


defined our strategies for the 
future. The next millennium 
will pose more complex 


marketing and 

communication challenges. 
And we should be ready for 
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Dear Sir/Madam: 
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iv \assage 
Center 


1 /ahntiMa &Jif fflajjaf* Center IS happy to 

announce its summer opening. Starting June 
i 0 1997, we invite you to come and 
experience the skill and expertise of our 
massage therapists. 


on-line access 

enhances accuracy and 
efficiency while reducing 
communication time and 
expense. Says RaHc 
Saadeh. "To excel in 
creative and other agency 
disciplines, wc need to 
increasingly work as 
trans-agency learns, utilizing 
all our talents and resources 
across offices and countries. 
A network suns borders. 
that's whal (lie 21.si cenlurv 



demands". 


isabelle Adjani at the Cannes festival 




P/ajjof* tlsrapf is a proven medical practice 
by which tension on the body and mind that 
could be caused from long hours of driving 
or sitting at your office be remedied. 


CKbe is now at Abu 
Shakra’s outlets 


fflajsof* ibrajHf is the safest and quickest 
possible way to relief you of the daily 
pressures that could be formed from living 
in a hectic and stressful atmosphere. Our 
skilled and educated staff will ensure that 
you get the best and the most up-to-date - 
treatment available including neck and head 
massages to ensure maximum satisfaction. 


^4rt Of Wauap 


We invite you to come and visit to get an 
idea about our center and the different 
services we offer. Our prices are the most 
competitive around including special rates 
for the upcoming summer months. 

*l/J**ij*A t&Jy fffajsag* hopes to see you 


Thank You and have a nice day! 


Hotel - Tel 862521 


IT BEGAN with CK ONE 
which gave us the freedom 
to define ourselves by the i 
things that matter to us. 

We became ageless, race¬ 
less and genderless. CK 
believes in the same world 
where in individuality and 
the freedom to express it 
are essential. 

Mr Raed Abu Shakra 
presented the new fra¬ 
grance attended by Mr 
Joseph Fraiha and Ms 
Mabelle Ahinader from 
Calvin Klein and Mr Rami 
Abu Shakra. 

CKbe fragrance is about 
who you are, it is about the 
freedom to express your 
individuality, it is about 
the freedom to be yonreelf. 

CKbe fragrance is a 
unique fresh tonic musk with an intimate 
scent thal invites people closer. 

CKbe scent is as distinct as each individ¬ 



ual who wears it. The fragrance is now 
available al ail Abu Shakra’s showrooms 
and gift shops. ■ 



In the corridors of Clowngress 



“Hey! it’s Frank and Cindy!... Haven’t seen you folks 
for a while." 





Custer’s recurrent nightmare 



Tantor bums up on 1-90 




Exhibitions 

■ Artworks by nine con¬ 
temporary Iraqi arlisits. en¬ 
titled “Ecology & Environ¬ 
ment in the Iraqi Art”, at 
the Royal Society of fine 
Arts, Thursday 12 June, at 
6:00 pm. The Exhibition 
runs till 12 July. 

■ Photograph exhibition 
entitled .‘‘Children of (he 
Planet Earth” at Haya Cul¬ 
ture Centre ends today, 
Thursday 12 June. 

■ The artworks of the Par¬ 
is-based, Moroccan artist 
Najla Mahadji at Darat al 
Funun ends today. Thurs¬ 
day 12 June. 

■ The artworks of the Jor¬ 
danian artist Farouk Lam- 
baz continues at Darat al 
Funun till 19 June. 

■ The artworks oF the 


French artist Guy Ferrer 
continues at the French 
Cultural Center till )9 
June. 

■ Spring Exhibition of 
Plastic Art ‘97 at Greater 
Amman Municipality runs 
till 30 June. 

■ The artworks of Farouq 
Lambaz continues at Darat 
al Funun till June 19. 

■ Artists’ book exhibition 
entitled "One of a Kind” 
continues at the American 
Centre till 30 June. 

Films 

■ Canos y Barro -part 2 
(Spanish) at the Cervantes 
Institute, Thursday 12 June 
at 8:30 pm. 

■ Stage Coach at the Tbe 
American Center, Thurs¬ 
day 12 June at 5:00 pm. j 
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^ to banish ghosts while sayingthey don^ exist 


takes on alife of its own 


► Communist leaders 
driven to capitalism 


By Wu Zkong 

I N SPITE of GREAT efforts by Chi¬ 
na’s leaders to erase any public 
memory of the bloody crackdown 
on student demonstrators at 
Tiananmen Square, the events of 
June 4,1989 continue to color all as¬ 
pects of policy-making in the Middle 
.Kingdom. 

Ironically, without the crackdown— 
which is widely regarded as a victory 
for the communist hardliners— 
the late Deng Xiaoping’s eco- 
nomic reforms and open-door [bjjjyj 
policy might not have gone as IHflll 
far, and as smoothly, as they 
have during the past eight years. 

Reform, which had been slowing 
prior to 1989, almost ground to a halt 
right after June 4 as the new leadership 
hesitated in its aftermath. They were 
further shell-shocked by the sudden 
collapse of the Soviet empire which fol¬ 
lowed soon after. But the two events 
proved to be eye-openers for the Chi¬ 
nese leadership. This was especially 
true of patriarch Deng, who realized 
quickly enough that without efforts to 
keep improving people’s lives, China’s 
communist leadership might not be 
able to sustain its grip on power. 

Deng, who launched the bold eco¬ 
nomic reforms a decade earlier to pre¬ 
serve communist rule, concluded that 
the only way to vsaoav mjmoo fl om iroijaD! 


officials meant, in essence, “anything 
goes." Western sanctions to protest the 
June 4 crackdown also forced China to 
open its door wider. 

To break such sanctions and lure 
badly needed capital, C hina bad to 
open more of its markets—such as real 
estate, retail and banking—to foreign 
investors. It also required opening a 
bigger share of the domestic consumer 
market to products of overseas-invest- 
WG ed enterprises. Post-1989, rad- 

- ical reforms and “opening up" 

VMM measures aimed at building a 
RUntl capitalist-style economy met 
with little resistance from the 
hardliners. 

Without the sharp lessons of the 
June 4 demonstrations and the collapse 
of the Soviet empire, this would not 
have happened. Consider the sad fete 
of two former Communist Party gener¬ 
al secretaries Hu Yaobang and Zhao 
Ziyang. Both were undermined and 
pulled down in succession by the con¬ 
servatives precisely because they had 
open-minded thinking and undertook 
radical reform measures. 

Since die Tiananmen crackdown, 
however, economic restructuring has 
been poshed so fer that today no one 
can—or dares to—reverse the course. 
The people are never going to give up 
what they have gained. In political and 
social life, too. 


Stone breaks scissors. But scissors cut paper and paper wraps 
stone in the time-honored game of bluff, and China’s leaders are 
learning that these rules apply on a bigger scale. They broke the 
student movement that occupied Beijing’s Tiananmen Square in * 
1989, but ever since then, the public relations ‘paper’ those 
students cut out during those heady three months have been 
wrapped around the Communist Party’s stone fist 
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relentlessly. The MSS, Jlfflg M 

occasion he chose dpue 

to put fresh impe- ffillrgaU®l« 
tus into economic 

reform, and the WffiCBBwmCH 

#r death if the 

aging foreign con- _ 

tacts, was an inspection trip to the 
south of China, during which he 
:warned officials that the nation feced a 
dead-end road without further reform 
and opening up. - 

Bypassing empty and useless ideo- 


boss, Jiang Zemin, described the 


socialism, Deng encouraged officials to 
take even bolder measures to develop 
the economy. The line he took with the 


■ . June 4,1989 has 

mutt part? had a marked ef- 

* 1 .1 feet on policy- 

1, described the mating. The 

_ ■ ■ 1 j mL post-Dengleader- 

S a Struggle ship has stepped 

MlwM.tl.AMii “P ** fi « ht 

efl^tnel against official 

■ corruption, one of 

Sflj the key demands 

of the 1989 
demonstrators. Although achievements 
have been fir from satisfactory, at least 
something is being done. 

The current Communist party boss. 
Jiang Zemin, described the anti-graft 
drive as “a struggle which is concerned 
with the life or death of the party." In 
the legal field, too, the effects ofjune 4 
are evident. China has revised the crim¬ 
inal code, replacing the controversial 
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“counter-revolutionary crime" with 
“subversion" and giving it a more spe¬ 
cific definition. 

China has also introduced a new law 
on national defense. This stipulates that 
the armed forces—the Chinese People's 
Liberation Army—will not normally be 
mobilized to handle domestic riots— 
though it is not totally banned. 

Needless to say, progress in these 
fields is rather slow—and fells far short 
of expectations—when compared with 
economic growth. But it is euough to 
show thatjune 4 has not been forgot¬ 


ten. The tragedy has left an imprint, 
and will continue to influence the di¬ 
rection of China’s development in 
spite ofdifferent interpretations by dif¬ 
ferent parties. 

So the blood shed on the night of 
June 3-4. 1989 in Beijing has in a 
sense stimulated, directly or indirect¬ 
ly, all the changes in China over the 
past years—for better or worse. Many 
of these were not even anticipated by 
the students at Tiananmen, who for 
the most part were demanding the 
state respect some vague ideals. 


This course of action, however un¬ 
willingly it was taken, has helped the 
Chinese authorities to stabilize the so¬ 
ciety, and to silence dissenting voices 
without arousing great opposition at 
home. The changes have also provided 
the leadership in Beijing with the foun¬ 
dations of their increasingly hard-line 
stance on human rights, a stance taken 
in defiance of Western criticism and ac¬ 


cusations.' 


Wu Zhong is 'The Hong Kong 
Standard's senior writer on China. 


IWo who were there point to economic reform 

‘Now the private sector’s treasure is 
almost equal to that owned by the state’ 
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dal, and political. After 1989, the hard- tunity to develop their economic inter¬ 
line leaders cleaned out all the reform- ests. The Cliinese people began to 
because they thought they were change their minds [about Tiananmen] 
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WheD . iniom. Ai dial 

Chinese gP v . • • •• ■: • . ■ . time I knew all 

eminent de* ^’ffiftNaawarfWes Congas, a legste- ^ 

dded to crack .ftftboBy, »^te national pot^mstMC of the Ieaden j dlint 

down on the ' ! _ diejr were inr- 

students, most act mature and not deliberate about their 


dangerous for 
Chinese Com¬ 
munist. Some 
intellectuals 
think that the 
Chinese lost 
the best op¬ 
portunity to 
reform *eir 
political sys¬ 
tem peacefully 

in this century. 

When the 
Chinese gov¬ 
ernment de¬ 
cided to crack 


ter■: ■ ■ . 

h^rs-that In ptac&ce can- 


espeda^y toe 'daai system that allowed 

and offltiab access to ertn- 


down on 


[ a» NaSfejalPeo^e's Congress: a leglste- 
• tfw boay, ft^rmirtate nationsJ policy instead of the 


students? most ur ^ s ^ a cr j ra i na l act mature and not deliberate about their 
people thought strategy.^They were very young. Maybe 

committed ny decided to they were excited by the media atien- 

ment-" T^en, m J OJt . opp0 r- tion-but they didn't know the huge 

give the Chinese p i" 


lie? so- 


rion—but they didn't know the huge 


fame they had in die Western world 
aud those that came hen? were very sur¬ 
prised. 

WP: Some say the demands were main* 
ly for changes In the university and judi¬ 
cial systems, not human rights or democ¬ 
racy? 

Juntaci: Iii general, the demands fo¬ 
cused on inflation and corruption. Peo¬ 
ple complained that the government 
could not solve the problem of infla¬ 
tion, and thaL they could not influence 
the policies and die government's be¬ 
havior (corruption). For intellectuals, 
teachers, journalist die focus was very 
clear—political reform. 

Song: As far as I know, all the de¬ 
mands made by the students were di- 
reedy related to general rights. 

They did urge the government to 
take actions to stop the corruption 
among the government officials and 
give more freedom to the people— 
specifically freedom of die press. The 
more freedom people have to say what 


they want to say the less possible it is 
for the government to do some dirty 
dealings behind die scene. 

WP: Was there organization among the 
students? 

Juntao: There were three groups of 
studen ts. The Western world focused 
on only one. The first group did not 
represent die student community be¬ 
cause they organized by themselves, 
without elections. Students favored the 
second—negotiation—group that was 
[elected]. 

The diird group, I think about 300 
students, went to Tiananmen square 
May 13 for a hunger strike. As a result, 
the square became the focal point of 
the upheaval. Although the smallest 
group, their behavior attracted huge at¬ 
tention from the whole country. So 
they became the “leaders"—but no¬ 
body actually elected diem. 

WP: Were there real negotiations? 

Song: The Chinese Communists 
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►Courage, 
to what end? 


By Crocker Snow Jr. 

I t’s being billed as the 20di centu¬ 
ry’s single biggest fireworks display. 
And people in Hong Kong, China 
and Macau have the front row 
seats. What’s on the tip ofevery- 
oiie’s tongue is thejune 30 
changeover of Hong Kong from a 
British crown colony to full Chinese 


. • : 

. - i - 


sovereignty. 

WORLDDilY heavy cm every- 

■■ one's mind is 

the equally 

fiery—and more fetal—episode that 
took place not in Hong Kong, but in 
Beijing precisely two thousand, nine 
hundred and forty-four days earlier. 

The People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) action on June 4.19S9. when it 
rooted out the .Student Democracy 
movement that was squatting in Bei¬ 
jing’s central Tiananmen Square, re¬ 
mains a symbol of China's mailed fist 
raised above die spin control dial ac¬ 
companies its resumption of control 
over Hong Kong. It's a symbol with a 
life of its own, an event like die ones at 
Sharpeville. South Africa in I960, the 
Vietnamese village of Mai Lai in 1968 
and the 19S3 massacre at the Sabra 
and Shatila refugee camps in 
Lebanon^ events leavened and livened 
by the telling, ones whose associations 
and consequences are fer more impor¬ 
tant than what actually happened. 

For all its vast grandeur, with the 
Great Hall of the People on catty-cor¬ 
ner from the first outer gate of the For¬ 
bidden City, Tiananmen Square itself 
remains stained by metaphorical if not 
actual blood. One cannot stroll the 
square today without reflecting on the 
masses of tents, the bustling, intense 
students and busy international TV 
crews that decamped there. These, 
along with the reclusive Chinese lead¬ 
ers and hidden fex machines, were the 
lead actors and key props for what 
happened in the middle of the night 
eight years ago. 

Brief visits to Hong Kong, Macau 
and Beijing last mouth, on the eve of 
thejune 30 changeover, underscored 
how enduring and indelible “Tianan¬ 
men" is to the different mainland Chi¬ 
nese constituencies. Old friends in 
Hong Kong cite it but want to forget 
it. Friends in Beijing dismiss iL Ac¬ 
quaintances in Macau, the Portuguese 
colony just over the horizon from 
Hong Kong that is scheduled to re¬ 
turn to Chinese sovereignty two years 
from now, don’t want to be reminded. 

Just how much the Chinese author¬ 
ities will damp down on individual 
freedoms, and whether press free¬ 
doms and the right of assembly will be 
curtailed, is more immediate and more 
central for Hong Kong’s six million 
residents than how much the Chinese 
student democracy movement suf¬ 
fered—or still suffers today. 

“Sure, as we look ahead Tianan¬ 
men hangs over us, a cloud, a dark re¬ 
minder,” remarked one middle aged 
Hong Kong professional. “I don’t 
worry for myself so much. Pm practi¬ 
cal. But I worry for some of Hong 
Kong’s inexperienced and impres¬ 
sionable students who are accustomed 
to protest about litde things, almost 
like the rites of spring.". 

Today, residents of Beijing will dis¬ 
cuss Tiananmen a liule more openly 
than ever before. For many it's already 
part of contemporary history. “The 
students then wanted too much too 
soon," observed one new acquain¬ 
tance who has made a lucrative busi¬ 
ness out of a university student travel 
agency. “They embarrassed too many 
government officials. They forgot their 
►TO WHAT END? PACE 2 


m 



















2 The World Paper June 1997 


A GHOST IN THE MACHINE 


PRIVATE TREASURE 

Continuedfrom page l 

believe there is nothing wrong with 
killing people if they compete with you 
for power. U nlik e the western coun¬ 
tries, they have never negotiated with 
internal rebels. As a person brought up 
in China from the time of elementary 
school l was told it is not wrong for you 
to kill people because you want to grip 
political power. Remember late Chair¬ 
man Mao's fa¬ 
mous saying that, 

‘‘political power 
comes out of the 
barrel of a gun.” 

WP: What If 
Tiananmen hap¬ 
pened today? 

Juntao: I think 
the government 
would be over¬ 
thrown. 

Song: The 

government is 
more cautious 
than before. They 
have lightened 
their control on 
the people. They 
will rule out every 
possibility that 
could spark such 
a movement. 

That is especially 
true after the 
death of Deng be¬ 
cause the new 
leader Jiang just 
inherited power 
and be is not sure 
people will accept 
him or not. In or¬ 
der to grasp pow¬ 
er, he has to be 

stronger and control the dissidents. So 
Jiang has to control the mass by hard¬ 
line tacdcs. He is a naive leader. He 
doesn’t know what to do in terms of 
leading the country. He is selfish. He 
wants power. That’s all he cares about 

But in terms of making a decision 
to use military force and ordering 
them to kill, the decision cannot be 
made because nobody has as much 
power as Deng did. If the movement 
built up to a certain scale it would be 
more tough for them to dead with. 
And. in this sense, it’s unlikely to end 
up in tragedy. 

WP: Have things improved now since 
1989? 

Juntao: The situation is better. 
Much better. It's the reason why the 
Chinese people began changing their 
minds about the students. Just yester¬ 
day I met some intellectuals who also 
took part in the demonstration and re¬ 
ceived punishment from the govern¬ 
ment They said: “Okay, June 4th was 


a tragedy, but if those students con¬ 
trolled the country the situation would 
be worse!” 

Song: There have been some 
changes because of the economic re¬ 
forms, not because the government 
wanted to give more freedom to the 
people. Maybe you could not own 
business before and now you can—that 
doesn't mean people can vote to 
choose their leader. 

Students do have more flexibility to 


er aspects of the Chinese Communist 
Party. And if we achieved something 
significant, it is this. People are aware 
of the basic human rights they have 
been deprived, something they weren’t 
able to recognize until then. 

WP: Is ft true that, while there have 
been no official reforms since 1989, a 
great deal of political change has oc¬ 
curred? 

Juntao: Yes, actually there are a lot 
of political changes. I think there are a 


In the future there will be political 
reform because the young generation 
leaders have the new idea about the 
politics. 

WP: What about the criticism that 
some dissidents are trying to cash in on— 
and exaggerating-ttieir involvement? 

Juntao: I think they aren’t inten¬ 
tionally giving the wrong story. There 
were many people involved and when 
you are young it's natural that you think 
you were very important or more ira- 
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JUrporL At the start of tbel990s,C3Wtean students pot pressure on An- 
gusto Pinochet to end Ms tong dlctatoreWp. Today, a new generation of 
students are carrying the water for social wap IBostrate* a-.. 


the education system and Sooth Koreans in protest cot- 


reptien. Severn) Kenyan students have tied fighting for 
reform, and two tn&ait student leaders paid for 
their political beliefs with their lives—both were shot 



choose what they study because the 
government is reducing their subsidies 
and gradually adopting the Western 
system of education where students 
pay for their own tuition. Again, this is 
a result of economic reform; it’s noth¬ 
ing to do with what was being asked for 
at Tiananmen. 

WP: In terms of non-economfc things 
press freedom and human rights, do you 
think China has improved? 

Juntao: Now in China you can re¬ 
search any paper; nobody pays atten¬ 
tion to you. You can say Deng was bad 
in the street and police don’t arrest 
you. The people would say, “That guy 
is crazy to speak empty words in the 
street. Why doesn’t he go and earn 
some money?” • 

Song: The human rights record—I 
cannot say there is any change for the 
better. If anything, it’s worse. 

From a historical point of view, 
though, the events in Tiananmen 
Square made people aware of the oth¬ 


lot of group rights in politics. Inde¬ 
pendent civil society developed very 
fast just became of the economic re¬ 
form. 

The Chinese government withdrew 
from many aspects of society. Now the 
private sector’s treasure is almost equal 
to the state owned. It means govern¬ 
ment cannot control as much. 

The government let people com¬ 
plain about the local government, Chi¬ 
na is very big and most people only care 
about their area and don’t understand 
the central government. Now tire cen¬ 
tral government doesn’t want to defend 
local government. 

WP: Will this continue? 

Juntao: Only one person could 
have stopped it, Deng and he is dead, 
so yes. Now the government has two 
directions it can go. One is democra¬ 
cy and the other is economic reform. 
They have chosen economic reform. 
Now, if they stop all reform they will 
be overthrown by people. 


portant than others. 

But we also needed some heroes to 
get the Western world to notice. Also 
the movement gets support because 
those images also support the beautiful 
movement. If someone should repre¬ 
sent the movement, I think it should be 
those students because they fought in 
Tiananmen Square. They were at the 
center of the hunger strike, and also the 
media attention. 

Chinese people know the political 
game in China. The really important 
figures are always behind the scenes; 
they never stand on the stage. This is 
different from American politics. In 
China, you cannot stand on stage if you 
are a senior person because the gov¬ 
ernment would crack down on you. 

But students are seen differendy 
TKey're given more latitude. So some¬ 
times intellectuals and other democ¬ 
rats like to promote students move¬ 
ment to take advantage of this, i think 
American journalists missed this. © 


history, even Mao's Lessons about pa¬ 
tience and perseverance about a jour¬ 
ney of a thousand miles...” 

A Chinese official whom this di¬ 
arist has known over the years had an¬ 
other slam. “What happened, hap¬ 
pened. But it wasn't as violent, it 
wasn't as blood)' as the world was led 
to believe. The fiction became much 
bigger than the fret.” 

The man, who was more sympa¬ 
thetic than not with the student 
democracy movement, has a point. 
The conventional -- 


wasn’t as Moody as the raid 
was led tn believe. The 


western wisdom 
is that the PLA, 
unprovoked, 
used tanks to 
massacre and run 
down hundreds 
of Chinese stu¬ 
dents peacefully 
encamped in 
Tiananmen 
Square. This 
only approxi¬ 
mates what actu¬ 
ally happened. 

The students had been camping in 
the country's central square for almost 
three months. The boldness of their 
passive action had attracted the west¬ 
ern press. Their success in April 1989 
in upsetting a state visit to Beijing by 
then Soviet General Secretary Mikhail 
Gorbachev, then at the height of bis 
“perestroika” fame, 
brought them more at¬ 
tention. 

It was the first offi¬ 
cial visit to the People’s 
Republic by a Soviet 
head of state in 30 
years, and the students 
action was acutely em¬ 
barrassing to China's 
more cautious Com¬ 
munist leadership. 

This legitimized the 
students as they began 
to attract more supporters, more sup¬ 
port and much more Western press at¬ 
tention. Their vague early demands 
began to become unconditional. 

Thus the contact as the Beijing 
spring deepened in 1989. The face-off 
became pointed between an embar¬ 
rassed government and an embold¬ 
ened student movement. Provincial 
and territorial army units were called 
in to the outskirts of Beijing to intimi¬ 
date. It didn’t work. 

The government’s saber rattling to 
defuse the crisis was shattered by the 
sympathies of the international press 
and courageous actions of a single, 
never identified Chinese student 
standing in front of a column of PLA 


tanks on one of ^ 

5=^—3* 

Jwtiiin the Chinese hierarchy- 

With this past as prologue, army 
units begin to squeeze the sqi^re 

the middle of the night on June 4. The 

students were warned to ewcuate. 

Sd in fact they did. The ind^bleu^- 

aee of the army shooting students and 

tSts crushing them in 

Square itself never happened-in tact, 

the tanks were filmed toJUng over 

ning out from 
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Tiananmen. 

The initial re¬ 
ports of several 
thousand stu¬ 
dents killed were 
overblown. 
Careful analysis 
affir med that 

something less 

titan half the 
breathless casu- 
1 alty figures first 
circulated were the actuality. Chinese 
officials insist that more than a hun¬ 
dred Chinese troops were killed by 
the supposedly unarmed students. 
Certainly some students were armed. 
Certainly some troops shot others ^ 
who were shooting at students during 
the rout. 

These are the bloody details. But 
the symbols are more 
important than the sub¬ 
stance. As much as any 
contemporary incident 
in the world today, 
Tiananmen has a life— 
and mythology—of its 
own. It traumatized 
China for a time, and 
created a “pre” and 
“post” benchmark for 
the country's gradual 
Open Door evolution. 
It is a litmus test for 
Chin a’s actions and attitude regarding 
internal dissent from this point for¬ 
ward.® 


Crocker SnowJr. is editor-in-chief 
of The WorldPaper. 
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9:10—500 Nations 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Mini Series 
12:00—NBA Games 
1:35—Football 
Match—America Cup 
(Mexico vs. Columbia) 


A A Time To KM: "One of the Year’s Moa Powerful 
Rims! 

Supably Acted md Extremely Compelling 

Jeffrey Lyons, “Sneak PreviewsTABC World 
New Now” 

Ellen Roark (SANDRA BULLOCKX an eneq^uc, 
ambitious and razor-sharp Boston-bom Jaw smdent at 
“Ole Miss," determined to assist Jake (MATTHEW 
McCON AUGHEYj in the legal proceedings, drawn to 
the case... and to Jake himself... without recognizing 
the risks inherent in both. 

The trial of Cart Lee Hailey (SAMUEL L JACK- 
SON) sparks a cauldron of conflicting emotions from 
a kaleidoscopic range of Missassippians - white and 
black, poor and privileged. Wan members desperate to 
regenerate their dying “glory," civil rights activists 
anxious to keep ihdr cause moving forward - a micro¬ 
cosm of a unique place in the American landscape 
where time is no looger standing still. 

As Jake fights to defend Cal Lee, his own life and 
the safety of his family and colleagues become in¬ 
creasingly jeopardized. And now, as a foJJ-scaJe con¬ 
flagration simmers just below the surface and threat¬ 
ens to explode in this small. Southern community, 
Jake and Carl Lee must rind a way to transcend thdr 
fundamental differences and work together for the 
same cause... equal justice. 


A Mi i!) ill I link 
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PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAIS 


MARDI 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Arsfcne Lupin 
6:00 —Serie 

Operation open 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 


Murder She Wrote, Monday at 8:30 pm 


4:05—Neighbors 
4:30—In The Wild 
5:00—Tilt 
5:30—Blue Heelers 
6:10—French Programs 
7:00—French News 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Murphy Brown 


1:35—Football Match 
(Columbia vs. Costa Rica) 


TUESDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:35—Football Match 
(Chile vs. Ecuador) 

5:00—Square One 
5:10—The Album Show 


fcOO-Discover Magazine 


®55. /■ 

J m m t r. m +' . 


MONDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:40—Spirou 


(Doc.) 

S:30—Murder She Wrote 
9:10—Highlander 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—The Write Verdict 
11:15—Homicide 


7:00—French News 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Coach (Comedy) 
8:00—Tilt 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—Nature of Things 


THURSDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:35—Football Match- 
(Mexico vs. Costa Rica) 

4:00 —Out of this World 
5:00—French Programs 
7:00 —French News 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Step by Step 
8:00—World Echo 
8:30—The Oprah Winphrey 
(New Talk Show) 

9:10—Kang Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film: Taken 
Away 

1:05—Football Match 
(Peru vs. Uruguay) 


SAMEDI 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Arsfcne Lupin 
6:00—Serie poiiciere 
Sueurs froides 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L'ccuf Uc Colomb 


MERCREDI 

3:40—Dessins animes 
Arsene Lupin 
6:00—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 


DIMANCHE 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Arsine Lupin 
6:00—Magazine 

Paul pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 
Ziva 


JEUDI 

5:30—Divertissement 

Le monde est & vous 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Documentaire 

Les jar Jins reconquis 
12:00—Tara la la 

Inviide: Maurane 


FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 

3:05—Leo the Lion tCartoon) 


LUNDI 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Amcnc Lupin 
6:00—Documentaire 

Pvgase 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine sciendfique 
Cinq sur cinq 


VENDREDI 

3:15—Divertissement 
L’tfcole des fans * 
5:30—Film 

Dans les ter res gelees 
7:00—Le journal 
7:30—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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ACROSS 


1 Georgia city 


T Stun 


1» Crude mead 
14 Upstairs 


15 Automaton 

16 Pod 


17 Mortise's 
par tner 

18 Mismatch 
phrase 

20 Football 
team 

22 Eagle’s nesl 

23 Too 
25 Certain 


•Cheers* 

46 (Ondot 
- lettering 
device 
48 Spanish 
unde 

50 Dog name 

54 Syrian 

president 

55 Small 
songbird 

56 January in 
Jarez 

58 WOalptaoe 
60 Together. 

63 Extemporize 
68 Modern; praf. 
67 Desert 
animal 


3 Covered 
wagon of oU 

4 Convex 
mokflng 

5 BMof 
Hawaii 

6 James — 
(“Matt 
DBon*) 

7 U® some 

8 T^netwo* 

9 Animal P 3 * 
10 SfcBan 

volcano 
It — botfe 

12 Tree product 

13 Devoured 
19 Pro— 


35 Soufc Fr. 

36 Singing voice 

37 Comedten 
Murphy 

38 —Hail a 

40 Actress 
Moreno 

41 Iowa city 

44 Made certain 
of 

47 Bcwines 

48 Wedefing 
vow 

50 Boxer's ploy 

51 ■— Sanctum* 

52 Lure 

53 Spanish gold 

55 Broaden 

57 A! any time 


29 Hem* 3 
Horace , 
29 Usoacftak 
30-Wanted 
32 SJdn0 area 
34 : Patios - 
ga 143th course 

42 Topped^ 
icecream 

43 WBival 

43 Georg® » 


68 tosJgniflcant 
eg Aflampt 

70 Escape dy 
artifice 

71 Vfinhy- 


DOWN _ 

1 small rug 

2 Burrows or 
Vigoda 


21 Compete 

23 Indanstete 

24 French city 

26 Length tsnes 
wkfflt 

27 BteckbW 

30 Obfigations 

31 wayd 


59 FamBy 

member 
61 Fresno’s 


62-Ffightiess 

bird 

84 agW" 

65 Actios, briefly 


33 C&A 

C M.lr^>tot* Serv * xl 




—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 


Weekly Tip: Start a business. Nor 
’ only will it he profitable, it’ll also be 
fun. Mercury goes retrograde, caus¬ 
ing a traffic jam. Leave early. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Do 
your bills so you can forget about 
them. You may be drawn into a fas¬ 
cinating conversation from which 
you don’t want to emerge. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You’re 
strongest now, so take decisive 
action. You’ll run imo stiff competi¬ 
tion, but yew’ll probably win. Watch 
out for confusion or lies. 

Gemini (May 21-Jnne 21). If 
there’s something you need for your 
room, ask a Taurus to help you get it 
You’d spend too much otherwise. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Don’t 
rely on your partner too much. He or 
she will be wrong more often than 
usual. Stay ahead by memorizing 
important material yourself. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). If you’re 
not in the job you want, you should 
be. You’ll learn a lot from your 
friends and neighbors. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re 
looking very good. If your plans for 
romance don’t go through, it’s not 
your fault. Be patient and you may 
stiJJ succeed 

Libra (Sept 23-Oct 23). Pay your 
bills. If you forget one of them, 
you’ll be in trouble. Instead of buy¬ 
ing what you warn, save your money. 
You’ll need it. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). Meet 
with your team and set priorities. 
You’ll be kept busy complying with 
bureaucratic requirements. Get that 
stuff handled, so you can take on a 
fierce competitor.- 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Take careful notes, you’ll be tested 
on trivia. You can gel a little help 
from your friends — let them know 
what you need. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You 
are very lucky but hold back just a 
little. Don't give up if you tun into a 
delay in achieving your dream. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). If 
you share costs with a friend you can 
get something you both want, figure 
out how to do that. Get out for an 
intellectual adventure. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You JJ 
leam best if you set priorities. Pay 
bills and other expenses. If you need 

a loan, apply for one * 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
Thfe Week: Push for a huge objec¬ 
tive this year. You may not get all the 
way there, but you’ll get a lot closer. 

0 Tia** Me**Sawn* 


Bridge 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
♦ J5 

OAK 1086 3 

OJ9 

*J96 

WEST EAST 


EAST 

*64 42 

t?J7 «?Q942 

0AQ64 O K10 8 7 5 2 

*K8543 *Q7 

SOUTH 

A AKQ109873 

<35 
03 

4^ A10 2 


The bidding: 

South West North East 

24 k Pass 2U Pass 

2* Pass 3<7 Pass 

4NT Pass 50 Pass 

64k Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of O 
Study all four hands in the diagram 
above. After the lead of the ace of dia¬ 
monds and a diamond continuation, 
would vou rather declare or defend six 


The spade slam is not a difficult one 
to get to after an aggressive demand 
bioT The auction shown is for those 
who use two clubs as the only strong 


May Or Defend? 

By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

South deals. bid. If those are not your methods, just 

[ start at the second line of the auction. 

With only one sure entry to dummy, 
r,« R « it migh t seem dial the slam depends on 

J ° ” an even heart break. Ruff the diamond 

continuation, cash the ace of hearts 
_ ACyr and ruff a heart high. Cash the ace of 

EAal numps and return to the table with the 

A 2 jack, drawing the last outstanding 

<7 Q 9 4 2 trump. But whoa West shows out on 

O K10 8 7 5 2 the tnird round of hearts, you must 
*Q7 loseaclub—down one. 

[ Declarer can improve considerably 

>109873 on this line. Ruff me second efi amend 

high, cash the ace and king of hearts 
and ruff a heart high to discover the 4- 
> 2 division. Now lead the three of 

trumps and, when West follows with 
the four, finesse the five! When that 
„ , holds, ruff another heart, enter dummy 
North t^ast with the jack of trumps and lake a sec- 
2<3 Pass ond club discard on a long heart. 
3U Pass Making six-odd. 

50 Pass However, don’t be in too much of a 
Pass Pass buny to elect to declare — the defense 
, still has a string to its bow. When 

™ Q South leads a low trump toward the 

ikIs in the diagram board’s J 5, West must insert the 
id of the ace of dia- s ixspot! That forces the jack, and 
lond continuation, d^jarer does not have another low 
:dare or defend six ^mp with which to reach dummy’s 
, .. five. No matter bow declarer twists 

s not a difficult one ^nis, the defenders must get a 
club for down one. 

shown is tor tho se Let’s hope that all who chose to 
as the only strong defend d/j so for the right reason! 

O mi. Tribune Mafia Services 
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Now image 0 * dbtkd letters to tom 
lte?sayrite an»W ' , «aiBgestt() ty die 
above cartoon. 
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Would You 
Believe... 


Kangaroos use their tails io 
push off the ground and 
jump. 


The tortoise generally has 
a longer life span than a 
human being. Tortoises can 
live more than 80 years, 
while a human's life 
expectancy is 70 to 80 years. 


The planet Venus also is 
referred to as Lucifer, the 
morning star. 


France's Louis XIV was 
only 4 years old when he 
became king. 


Brazil lakes up nearly half 
the land area of South Amer- 


The Pacific Ocean takes up 
nearly one-(hind of the earth's 
surface. 


£> Km. Tribune Meda Sente 



Video Releases 


Superior Releases from Warner Brothers! 


■ Surviving Picasso: The amazing story of the even 
more amazing character. Starring Sir Anthony Hop¬ 
kins as Pablo Picasso, the film depicts the charismatic 
and passionate life of this genius and the women spell¬ 
bound by him. 


■ Michael Collins: The tale of the patriot whose 
bravery and unswerving dedication to the Irish people 
changed history as it made him into a legend. Liam 
Neeson, Stephen Rea, Aidan Quinn, Alan Rickman, 
and the formidable Julia Roberts prove in a fire proof 
manner their abilities ir this moving feature. 


M The Glimmer Man: The desperate hunt tor a seri¬ 
al killer has just gotten tougher for lapd homicide de¬ 
tectives Cole and Campbell; they’ve become partners! 
This searing ihriller starring Steven Seagal and Keenan 
Ivory Wayans promises packs of action and wits. 


■77 Cup: Kevin Costner is back again in a big way! 
If you thought that Golf and Golfers are boring, then 
this film will change your mind; Costner and Rene 
Russo get involved in a clever full of laughs battle of 
the sexes ... a must see. Directed by Ron Shelton 
(Bull Durham, white men can’t Jump). 


Courtesy: "The Pleasure Dome" 
Tel: 676558-Fax: 5538087 


Massage helps you relax 


THE HISTORY of massage inherently date, back to the begin¬ 
ning of time. Message is a touch and since the beginning of 
mankind, the desire to touch and be touched has been instinc¬ 
tively embedded imo man. From the viewpoint of touch, mas¬ 
sage has also been a pan of all living species. Whether it in¬ 
volves self-touch or lije touch of another, all living beings have 
a basic need for and desire to be touched. Throughout the years, 
touch has evolved into one of the most profound and hcnclicial 
art forms ever known. The art of massage. 

1 use the word an because of the technique which play as es¬ 
sential role in effective massage. It is the master of massage 
who brings exceptional forms of relaxation, reflection, and con¬ 
nection of the mind with the body. A wcll-iniincd Massage 
Therapist will accomplish all these benefits and maximize (he 
psychological and physical benefits you can receive from a mas¬ 
sage. The benefits of massage come in many forms. For the 
purpose of describing the primary benefits of massage. I will 
categorize them imo the Physical and Mental benefits one can 
potentially obtain by experiencing the iin of a well trained mas¬ 
sage therapist. 

Physical benefits: Improves circulation, relaxes muscles: aids 
in digestion: speeds up the elimination of waste products: relax¬ 
es the nervous system; nourishes the skin: enhances the immune 
system 

The psychological benefits of massage: It helps us satisfy the 
need for touch and curing: reduces anxiety and mental stress.; 
creates a better sense of well-being: increases the awareness of 
our body-mind connection. 

Therapeutic massage can be an important component nf your 
health maintenance or wellness plan. It helps keep the body and 
mind functioning optimally. It promotes well-nourished and 
healthy skin; relaxes muscles and improves joint mobility: im¬ 
proves circulation of blood and Lymph: encourages general re¬ 
laxation: improves immune system functioning: improves ener¬ 
gy flow 

It also alleviates problem conditions. Therapeutic massage 
can help relieve certain common physical problems, and help 
bring the body back to optimal functioning. ■ 


Orbit sports to air the Royal 
Ascot meeting live 


VIEWERS TURNING into Orbit-ESPN's live coverage of 
the Royal Ascot will have the opportunity to savor what is 
without doubt the fin- _ _ 



ni 

UtiLjllJt 


est four days of Fiat ^ 

thoroughbred racing 
in the world. Cover- 

age runs from Tucs- ■ WBBBI 

day. June 17 through 
Friday, June 20. 

Tuesday's action 
will commence at 
12.45 pm GMT, with 
the St. James’ Palace 11 , I If M 

Slakes as the high- AAI fill AHf 

light ot the day. Day lifelWI|l|pilll 

two airs live from_ »»* » _ 

12.45 pm GMT with 

all eyes on the runners in the Coronation Stakes. 

The main highlight of the Ascot Meeting is the Cold Cup 
live on Thursday. June 19. it will be the main nice of ‘ La¬ 
dies Day” starting at 12.45 pm GMT. The final day's racing 
on Friday. June 20 will air from 12.45 pm GMT. bringing io 
a close what is not only a sporting event, but a social gather¬ 
ing of Royalty and the aristocracy. 

Orbil-ESPN Sports will return with the best in Europcun 
racing live on Saturday. June 28 at 1.00 pm GMT with the 
Pretty Polly Stakes live from the Curragh in Ireland followed 
by meetings from Newmarket and Newcastle starting at 1.50 
pm GMT. Then on Sunday. June 29, starting at 1.15 pm 
GMT. Doncaster and the Curragh are the venues for a great 
afternoon's racing, featuring the Irish Derby from the Cur¬ 
ragh. ■ 
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Supplement en fran^ais du Star 


Des etoiles pour judaiser les yeux des Egyptiens 

9L’ctoUe de David est partouL Certains joumalistes Egyptiens la valent dans lespetits trous des 
passoires, dans fe logo publicitmre d’une lessive ou mime sur la robe d’une artiste. Pour le journal 
hostile b VEtat hibreu Al Arabi, c’est «uue operation plamufMe poor judaiser les yeux egypdens». 
L’hebdomadaire s’indigne notamment de I’apparition de Vactrhce SttfaaAbou Saoud devout le 
president Bosni Moubarak (voir notre photo) avec une robe reprisentant les drapecatx amhicam et 
isradlien. En fait, lajoumaliste a confondu les bandes bleues de la bannibre 6to dee avec cedes da 
drapeau israilien. 

De mime, pour Al Arabi, le logo de la lessive Ariel n *est autre que I'emblime sioniste. Faux, 
retorque le chef des relations publiques de la sociiti, «choisi il y a 45 ans, notre sigle reprfesente nn 
atome pour signifier que les particoles de notre lessive sont comme des atomes pulverisant la 
salete avec la force de I’fenergie nudfeaire». 

«Voir en toute etoile & six branches on embleme skiniste relive de l'analphabedsme culture!** 
souligne pour sa part un architecte, fabriquant de meubles de style islamique. flrappelle que «de 
telles fetoiles existent depuis toujours dans des feglises et mosqu&s fegyptieimes*. H est vrai que 
cette etoile n’a iti rcconnue comme un symbole du judalsme qu’au 19i siicle. 
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La polemique 

autour de ia loi temporaire 
sur la prcsse et la publica¬ 
tion montre a quel point le 
royaume hachemite souf- 
fre de la manic re doni les 
acteurs poiitiques gferent 
des probl femes de socifetfe 
cruciaux. 

Lc syndicat des jouma- 
listcs jo/d aniens, par 
exemple. s’esi abstenu 
d'agir en temps utile pour 
faire respecter un code 
d'honneur joumalistique a 
ses membres. En re¬ 
vanche, le gouvcmement 
s'est empresse d'imposer 
cette loi sans consulter ni 
le Parle me nt. ni le comite 
du syndicat des jouma¬ 
listes. Et les presidents 
des syndicats profession- 
nels ont pour leur part 
choisi de dfemissionner. 
exprimant ainsi dans une 
attitude negative leur me- 
contentemenL 

11 Taut reconnaitre qu'en 
I 1 absence de mecanismes 
democratiques stables de 
regulation, scul le dia¬ 
logue est susceptible 
d’amfeiiorer (‘atmosphere 
politique et d'feviter les 
situations poussles ft I'ex- 
treme. 

C'est pourquoi on ne 
peut que regretter la ten¬ 
dance des formations poli- 
tiques a trailer les ques¬ 
tions nalionales fe travers 
des slogans et sans dfe- 
ployer les efforts nfices- 
saires pour rfesoudre les 
probifemes poses. 

De meme. les comiles 
des syndicats profession- 
nels exploitent le statut 
privilfegife de ces associa¬ 
tions. les transformant 
pratiquement en tribunes 
poliliques. et ce aux de¬ 
pens ii la fois de Taction 
professionnelle et de celle 
des partis poiitiques. 

Pour consolider le pro¬ 
cessus dfemocratique dans 
le pays et rendre la vie 
politique plus fequilibrfee. 
il faudrait done rationali¬ 
ser le componement des 
acteurs poiitiques. Mais 
fitant donnfe que les cho- 
ses se decident toujours 
en termes de rapport de 
force, il est par conse¬ 
quent nfecessaire de re- 
grouper les forces dfemn- 
cratiques et liberates en 
un seul courant politique, 
afin de faire prfevaioir lc 
poids de ce courant dans 
la vie politique et sociale. 
Cela est d'autam plus 
uigent que les autres cou- 
ranus poiitiques sont 
organises, ou bien en train 
de s'organiser. 

La Jordanie a tout intfe- 
rct fe ne pas etre gouver- 
nfee par un courant consci*- 
vateur. Une politique 
conservatrice ne pourrait 
en effet pas tenir compte 
des aspirations des Jorda- 
niens au progres et aux Ji- 
bertfis dfemocratiques. et 
finirait par creer des ten¬ 
sions sociales. 

Les forces democra- 
tiques et liberales sont 
apparemmerit conscientes 
de cet fetal de fait. EUes 
ont en elTet dfejfe entrepris 
des discussions pour 
degager la formule ade¬ 
quate conversant fe leur ac¬ 
tion commune. C'est sans 
doute un pas important. 

Neanmoins il est au- 
jourd'hui prioritaire de 
deflnir l'artitude qu'il con- 
vient d'adopter- pour la 
compagne electorate en 
cours. car la nouvelle 
assembiee sera chargee de 
fafonner la vie politique 
pendant les quatre annfees 
fe venir.H 

Hussein Abu-Rumman 
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Relations israelo-jordaniennes 

Le chantier de la paix n’avance plus depuis un an 


L’cirrivee de Benjamin Netanyahou au pouvoir en Israel voila un an a marque un toumant 

T t « a . « V . V « A v . “ ! 


ft 



Un an apres la nomi¬ 
nation de Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahou en Israel, ('inquietude el 
['incertitude ont remplace 
I'optimisme et la contiance. Dc 
plus en plus, les partisans de la 
paix en Jordanie se heurtent au 
cynisme des opposants & cette 
cause. Pour ces demiers, il n'y 
a ricn a attendre d'un Etat qu‘ils 
considferent encore comme 
1 'ennemi sioniste. 

Bien sQr les acquis de la paix 
sont plus remarquables que les 
accrocs. Mais comment ne pas 
purler de ces erreurs qui ris- 
queni fe tout moment 
d'entraver le cours du proces¬ 
sus de paix. voire de le faire 
derailler. 11 est en effet toujours 
plus facile de detruirc que de 
construirc. Selon le proverbe 
arabe, un fou peut facifement 
jeter une pierre dans un puits. 
mais cent hommes sages ne 


peuveni pas la retirer. 

Rappelons que la signature 
du traitfe de paix entre la Jordu- 
nic eL Israel tenait surtout fe 
deux facLCurs. D'a bond, il y 
avail un respect mutuel entre le 
Roi Hussein et Yitzhak Rabin, 
alors Premier ministre d'Israel. 
Ensuite Yitzhak Rabin com- 
prenaii bien la complexite de la 
situation jordanienne. et ii fetait 
prdt a trouver des com pro mis 
pour augmenter le cnfdit des 
defenscurs de la paix en Jorda¬ 
nie. Une politique qui a permis 
aux deux pays de surmonter 
des crises apres la signature du 
traite de paix. Ainsi, M.Rabin a 
aceepte de suspendre 
1 'expansion d'une colonie en 
Cisjordanie apres ^intervention 
personnclle du Roi Hussein. 

Aprfcs I'assassinat dc Yitzhak 
Rabin, ii ^tait difficile de r£ta- 
blir une telle entente entre les 



Le roi Hussein et Yitzhak Rabin le 26 octobre 1994, jour 
de la signature du traite de paix. 


. dirigeants des deux pays. Pen¬ 
dant la compagne electorate de 
19%. Shimon PGrfes. le succes- 
seur de Rabin, voulait rassurer 
les ^Iccteurs. II s'est montnS 
plus ferme sur les questions de 
s£curit£. 11 a notamment refuse 
de suspendre le bombordement 
du Liban en avril 1996 pendant 
la visile de son homologue jor- 
danien Abdel Karim Kabariti. 
qui cherchait It jouer les rn&iia- 
leurs dans lc conflit israelo- 
libanais Pour les dirigeants jor- 
daniens, le message £tait clair: 
Shimon Peres traiivair les con¬ 
siderations electorates beau- 

coup plus import antes que 
1 'entente avec son voisin arabe. 

Trols idh&es fausses 

Face a cette position pounant 
jug^e insuitante a Amman, la 
Jordanie a prefer^ attendre les 
rfsultats des elections. Aprfes ia 
victoine du Likoud. le roi Hus¬ 
sein a £16 con train! de cons- 
truire ia paix avec Benjamin 
Netanyahou qui se montre en¬ 
core moins h I'ecoute que son 
pr£d£cesseur des besoins de la 
Jordanie. Et des son accfes au 
pouvoir. il fonde sa politique 
sur trais idees fausses. 

1. M.Netanyahou sous-esti¬ 
me le besoin du gouvemement 
jordanien de rester credible 
auprfes de son opinion publique. 
Or le pouvoir hachemite doit 
sans cesse rassurer le peuple et 
lui montrer que la paix- et la 
normalisation des relations 
avec Israfil som les boos choix. 

2. Le Premier ministre israd- 
iien ne croil pas que la Jordanie 
soil contrarifie par les €v 6 ne- 
ments en Cisjordanie. Le gou¬ 
vemement du Likoud semble 
diviser la soci£td jordanienne 
en deux categories. D'un efite, 
les Transjordaniens. favorables 
& la paix. quoi qu'il se passe de 


l'autre c 6 t 6 du Jourdain. El de 
l'autre, les Jordaniens d'origine 
palestinienne ainsi que les Isla- 
mistes, opposes au traite de 
paix. mais sans aucune influ¬ 
ence sur les decisions du pays. 
Certains penseurs israfe liens 
s'imaginent m 2 me que le com- 
portement de lei: gouveme- 
mem envers les Palestiniens 
rencontre la satisfaction tacite 
des^ordaniens. De fait, Israel 
sous-estime dangereusement la 
force des liens qui unissent les 
Jordaniens et les Palestiniens. 

3. Pour M.Netanyahou, les 
Arabes. y compris les Jorda¬ 
niens, sont incapables de r£agjr 
5 la politique d'lsrafil. Du coup, 
les lsrafeliens se permettent de 
refuser tout compromis. car se¬ 
lon eux, les Arabes accepteront 
avec le temps leur politique du 
fait accompli. Une fois de phis, 
cette logique ne lient pas 
compte du point de vue joida- 
nien. 

M. Netanyahou est flnale- 
ment peu obnubiie par une 
grande vision pour son pays. Sa 
politique etrangfere est dominie 
essentieDement par des consi¬ 
derations internes, et surtout le 
maintien des factions extrfi- 
mistes dans sa coalition. Le be¬ 
soin de [assembler ces factions 
ne lui laisse qu'une marge, de 
manoeuvre trfes etroite. ce qui 
I'iloigne de la direction coura- 
geuse et visionnaire adoptee 
par le gouvemement dTititzak 
Rabin. Cette stratdeie arrive en¬ 
core & rfeduire au silence les cri¬ 
tiques des Etats Unis. I'allil le 
plus important de I'Etat hfibreu, 
mais pas celles de I'Europe. Et 
meme au sein du lobby sioniste 
americain. i'inquiftude envers 
la politique d'Israel est crois- 
sante. 

Du cdte jordanien, le gou¬ 
vemement com'ptait sur les ef 



La Jordanie n’a plus les mimes interlocuteurs. Le roi Hussein et son Premier ministre 
Abdel Salem Majali doivent negocier aujourd’hui avec Benjamin Netanyahou. 


forts d'Israel pour founrir la 
preuve du bien-fondd du trait£ 
de paix. Ce qu'avait bien com¬ 
pris M. Rabin, au contraire de 
ses successeurs. 

Pas (Fengagement 
israilien 

Amman continue done de 
poursuivne sa politique de 
«. construction de la paix». 
Mais {'opposition populaire it la 
normalisation gagne en puis¬ 
sance b chaque nouveDe provo¬ 
cation du Likoud. Par exemple, 
certains chefs d'entreprise qui 
voulalent cone lure des affaires 
avec des Isradliens, ont dll ai¬ 
der leurs places b d'autres plus 
r&icents vis-i-vis de la norma¬ 
lisation. 

Dans I'imin^diat, le risque 


d'une guerre entre le royaume 
hachdmite et Israel n'existe pas. 
Mais une question se pose : la 
Jordanie pourra-t-elle continuer 
sa politique de construction de 
la paix sans un engagement 
rdciproque israflien ? 

Un enjeu de tallle qui ne se 
rfeduit pas <t ces deux pays. La 
paix au Proche-Orient ne peut 
durer que si elle est globale. 
Autrement dit, si I'Etat israilien 
d£sire rfeellemerit assurer sa se¬ 
curity, U doit non seulement 
ytablir la paix avec la Jordanie. 
mais aussi avec tous ses voi- 
sins. Ceux-ci regardent en effet 
trfes attemivemem son com- 
portement envers le, royaume 
hachemite. Et ils remarquent 
que M.Netanyahou multiplie 
les actions provocatrices, voire 


illegales. sans tenir compte des V 
demarches jordaniennes pour,.» 
calmer la situation. 

Apres un an de gouvemc- 
meni Netanyahou. les Arabes 
ont Timpression que le Premier 
ministre israilien ne recom¬ 
pense la bonne volonie que par 
I'iniransigeance. que ce soit par 
conviction ou pour obtenir le 
soutien des extremistes de son 
pays. El ccnc politique, loin 
d'encourager les Arabes b nfego- 
cier. pousse aujourd'hui lev 
pays du Golfc ct de I'Afrique 
du Nord, qui avaient emarne un 
processus de normalisation pfus 
ou moins official, h revenir sur 
leure positions ■ 

Ali Kassev 


Saison jordanienne 

Retour sur 8000 ans d’Histoire 

Vexposition «Jordanie, sur les pas des arcMologues», 
inauguree ce soir d Paris par le roi Hussein, ojfre un voyage 
vers les temps les plus recules du royaume hachemite. 


Saison jordanienne 


Le passe retrouve de Qusayr Amra 

Grace a un travail minutieux de reproduction, Vensemble desfresques 
des bains de Qusayr Amra est presente a VInstitut du monde arabe, 
ainsi qu'une maquette de ce chateau omeyyade. 


Vous voici au coeur 
des riches ses archfeologiques et 
historiques de (a Jordanie, un 
peu comme ces voyageurs d'un 
autre temps qui en ont d&ou- 
vert les myslferes. 

Dans cette exposition pro- 
posfee par Hnstitul du Monde 
Arabe jusqu'au 5 octobre. ie 
visiteur retrouve la demarche 
de I'archdologue qui fouilie les 
vestiges les plus recents pour 
decouvrir le passe. C'est Tune 
des original!les de ['exposition. 
La visile commence au 
VUlfeme sifecle de notre dpoque 
ct se termine 7000 ans av. J.C. 
Un parcours inverse qui re- 
con vre piusieurs pferiodes du 
passfe. »Cc voyage cherche a 
offrir une Jordanie de 
VAntiquite». expiique Ghazi 
Bisheh. directeur du dfeparte- 
ment des Antiquitys b Amman. 
"le visiteur passe d'une epoque 
a une autre grace aux vestiges 
archtologiques qui datent des 
&res omeyyade, romainc, by - 
zaniinc. hellenistique, naba- 
teenne, neolithique el meme 
des ages dufer et du bronze ». 

Au total, plus de 200 objets 
et fragments sont presentls : 


des jarres, des brOle- 
parfums. des janes, des 
ceramiques ainsi que des 
peintures. des pages 
rares du Coran ou des 
Merits anciens. 

A ne pas manquer, la 
sifele de Mesha reconsti¬ 
tute au Louvre et le rou¬ 
leau de cuivre de 
Qumran. 

On y dfecouvre aussi 
une maquette sur 
1 'architecture et i'art 
omeyyade de Qusayr 
Amra tvoir ci-contre) et 
les mosaiques des £gli- 
ses de MacLaba et de Je- 
rash. Elies repnSsentent 
des sefenes religieuses et 
meme mylbologiques. 

Pttra n'est pas oublite * 
avec des photos inddites 
de la fin du sifecle dernier 
et des clichfes rfecents en 
couleur dc la viUe rouge. 

Et enfin les fame uses statues 
et figurines neolilhiques d'Ai'n 
Ghazal. exposees pour la pre- 
mi fere fois en Europe. 

Avec oettc selection d'objets 
varifes. le public fran^ais est in- 
citfe b fetancher sa curiositfe. 
« Au-dela de Pitra, il existe 



Idole anthropomorphe retrouvee 
a Petra. 


d'autres holies etortnanies a de¬ 
couvrir dans un-pays ou coha- 
bitem les monuments de plu- 
sieurs civilisations *>. ins isle 
Genevifeve Van Rossum. atta¬ 
ches culture lie auprfes de 
1'ambassade de France fe Am¬ 
man. «Dans cette exposition, il 
y a des chose s nouvellcs sur la 
Jordanie. J'espere qu'elle sera 
produite ailleurs en France, 
pas uniquement a Paris. »M 

Nftfaed Ai-Khlouf 
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Dans le desert jor¬ 
danien, fe environ 80 kilomfetres 
fe I'Est d'Amman, se trouve 
Qusayr Amra, I'un des 
chateaux omeyyades probable- 
menu le mi eux consent de 
cette pferiode. Construit vers la 
moitife du Sfeme sifecle, Qusayr 
Amra possfede des thennes or- 
nfes de fresques splendides re- 
dfecouvertes fe la fin du sifecle 
dernier par un voyageur austro- 
hongrois Alois Musil. Ces 
fresques, qui recouvrent prati¬ 
quement tout I'intferieur de 
1 'fedifice, reprfesentent des 
sefenes de chasse et de bain, des 
athlfetes fe rentrafoemenL. des 
musiciens, des danseurs, des al¬ 
legories. des artisans, des 
sefenes de la vie pastorale. 

En 1989, le dfepartement jor¬ 
danien des Antiquitfes a deman-. 
dfe au gouvernement fran^ais 
de I'aider fe effectuer un relevfe 
exhaustif de ces fresques en- 
dommagfees au cours des 
sifecles par I’eau, la poussifere la 
chaleur et la furnfee afin de dis¬ 
poser d'une documentation trfes 
precise. Cette mission a 6 tfi 
confifee fe llnstitut franfais 
cfarchfeologie du Proche-Orient 
(Ifapo) et tout particuIiferement 
fe Claude Vibert-Guigue, un ar- 
chdologue fran^ais qui travailie 
sur ce projet depuis main tenant 
sept ans. 











Les fameuses figurines d'AIn Ghazal, pour la premiire 
fois en Europe. 


C’est laWie 

L'agenda fran^ais d'Amman 
Cinema 

Cycle consacrfe au rfealisateur Claude SauteL 

Le 16 juin a 20h30 au CCCL, Vincent, Francois, Paul et 

les antres (1974). 

Exposition 

L'artiste Guy Ferrer presente ses oeuvres (sculptures et 
ta-bleaux) au CCCL jusqu'au 19 juin 1997. 


D'un point de vue technique, 
cette tSche fetait assez fasti- 
dieuse. Juchfe sur une fechelle ou 
un escabeau, Claude Vibert- 
Guigue a repruduit ces fresques 
en les calquanL II a ainsi restit- 
u 6 toutes les peintures prfe- 
sentes fe I'intfirieur de Qusayr 
Amra. Des reproductions origi- 
nales qui sont d&ormais dis- 
ponibles en noir et blanc ou en 
couleurs. 

Pour les Europfeens, [es 
fresques de Qusayr Amra of- 
freni une representation trfes im¬ 
portance de I'art islamique da- 
tant d'une I'fepoque *ou Von ne 
pensait vraiment pas qu'un tel 
art existaiia, expiique Claude 
Vibert-Guigue. Pour la pre- 
mifere fois, dessins et photos 
vont permettre aux archfeo- 
logues ei au grand public 
d'observer de prfes les details de 
ces peintures. A travers ces des¬ 
sins, ils vont dfecouvrir ta ri- 
chesse et la diversity de I'art 
omeyyade. 

Parallfelement fe ce travail de 
restitution, 1 'Ifapo, ainsi que 
d'autres instituts d'archfeologie, 
travaillem fe la preservation de 
ces peintures et du site de Qu¬ 
sayr Amra. En plus d'un fetat 
des lieux complet, flfapo a pro- 
c6d€ voilfe quelques annfees fe 
des travaux de restau ration 
pour stopper les phfenomfenes 
de degradation que connaissait 
ce bfetimeni. en le protfegeam 
notamment des inondations hi- 
vemales . Et fin 1996, il a assu¬ 
re la reconstruction partieUe de 
la saquieh fsystfeme de puisage) 
fe I'ext&rieur du site, ainsi que 
celie du mur fiperon situfe fe 
1 'ouest. 

De plus. I'lfapo et 
i'Ambassade de France, en col¬ 
laboration avec le dfepartemeot 
des Antiquitfs, veulent amfeLio- 
rer 1 'amfenngement de ce site, en 
coastruisant notamment un 
nouveau bfetiment pour l'accueil 
des visile urs qui abritera des 
ponneaux explicatifs. 

Pour I'exposition qui est 
inaugurfee aujourd'hui fe 


llnstitut du monde arabe, une 
maquette reprgsentam les vo¬ 
lumes ext£rieurs de ces bains et 
les peintures intdrieures dans 
leur fetal restitufe sera prdsemde. 
Selon Claude Vibert-Guigue. 
cette exposition vsera une oc¬ 
casion importante de monirer 
le role que la Jordanie peut 
jouer dans la recherche ar- 
cheologique, ainsi que la diwr- 
site et la richesse de son patri- 
moine archiologique ». 

Cette longue et difficile mis¬ 
sion franco-jordanicnne devrait 
prochainement trouver son 
aboutissemem dans la publica¬ 
tion d'un ouvrage rasscmblant 
toutes les reproductions de ces 
peintures. accompagnfees du 


-f 
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commentaire de Ghazi Bisheh. 
directeur du dfepartement des 
Antiquites et expert de la pe¬ 
riods omeyyade. 

D'ici la publication de cet 
ouvrage, les Jondaniens qui ne 
seroni pas fe Paris peuvent dfejfe 
avoir un avani-gout de ces 
peintures fe 1 ’u.ssociation des 
Amis de I'archeologie 
Q/elques reproductions sont eti 
effet presentees la-bas, et pani- 
ront prochainement dans les*' 
ecoies de Jordanic.B * / 

Samaa Abu-Sharar 

Association des Amis 
de I'Archeologie 
Tel: 696 682 



Uneparde de la maquette de Qusayr Amra. 
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Jporrosive effects 

; j||of civilization 
Shreaten pyramids 
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r#T^^2^feypt~Ai the foot of 
1 g|g^ Ppyaimtis. a. tuibaned old 
. booled water from a 
fvi^a^piS^aii^ned -with blocks of ice. 
h ^share a picnic 

^^W^in.the' shade of the pha- 
|^t^*c^ r 8^»rnb- Teenage boys 
■ ^4cga%r : ft>ran.aftemoon smoke. 
£ ^^.'jtrtd'i camel-riding police 


,VJIV4M i jioium ui v.iiajpy 

fc. ;l r ^Jbomt boses, taxis and horee- 
carts , vie for space in a 
^^jtpmking lot that faces the smog- 
[iT^fj^adyJtoe of Cairo. 

you need a camel? 
vary good cameL” the 
p^^^^nhat's owner calls out in ac- 
f .o v ^^tientcd-English lo a passing 
touristi- u His name is Charley 

their time, the ancient 
^^Jtornbs of the pharaohs have 
^v'^stftvwed conquering Greeks, 
^f^t^tomans, Mamelukes and 
But urban sprawl and 
— 

il Pros 
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the tourist trade of the 20th cen¬ 
tury are today’s threat to 
Egypt's treasures. 

The Great Pyramid, one of 
the seven wonders of the world,' 
suffers from what Zahi Hawass 
calls “site pollution.” And Haw¬ 
ass, the caretaker of this more 
than 4,000-year-old mausole¬ 
um, is trying to implement the 
cure. A plan, already under 
way, seeks to manage the tour¬ 
ist trade. 

He wants to create a buffer 
around the site to separate it 
from the prevailing camival- 
like atmosphere. 

Horsemen gallop along a 
paved road, slowing to offer 
tourists a trek to the Sphinx. 
Camels, their humps draped 
with colorful woolen saddle 
bags, plod beside rundown taxis 
ferrying visitors to a scenic 
overlook. 

Children free from the cares 
of school scramble up the fa¬ 
cade of the Great Pyramid as 
did visitors before the tum-of- 


the-century. A French tourist 
withdraws from pesky souvenir 
hawkers, while another admires 
the blue scarabs for sale. 

Anxious camel riders fret 
about the price oF their desert 
journey, hoping that the fee in¬ 
cludes gening on—and off— 
the beast. 

“If you come to the pyra¬ 
mids, this site should have dig¬ 
nity. It should have mystery and 
quietness." says Hawass, the 
pyramids director since 1987. 
"People should not be bothered 
by the noise, by camel drivers 
speaking in American accents. 
They shouldn't have a post card 
vendor running after them." 

Perhaps the solemnity envi¬ 
sioned by Hawass would be 
achievable if die pyramids ex¬ 
isted in an expanse of desert 
pictured in so many post cards. 
But the pyramids stand now at 
the edge of a Cairo suburb. 

The road that leads here—a 
7-mile stretch built in I860 to 
accommodate an empress' car¬ 


riage—remained unpaved until 
the 1970s when President Cart¬ 
er visited. Today, however, the 
pyramids road is four lanes 
wide. And it's lined with souve¬ 
nir shops, nightclubs, a few ho¬ 
tels, papyrus institutes and fast- 
food restaurants. Houses and 
apartment buildings have risen 
in the fertile fields that once 
stretched south from Cairo. 

This is the scene that leads to 
the Giza plateau. But behind the 
great stone structures, the land 
swells and softens in the sands 
of the Sahara. At daybreak or 
dusk, the pyramids most resem¬ 
ble the limestone monuments 
seen by the old explorers. Sil¬ 
houetted against a dying sun. 
they rise majestically in a 
mauve-tinted sky. 

But most tourists see the 
pyramids in the bright glare of 
the sun. Many arrive on tour 
buses that drive to an area be¬ 
hind the pyramids, an overlook 
known as the Panorama for its 
splendid view. 


A panoramic view of the pyramids in Giza, Egypt (The Baltimore Sun, photo by Ann LoLordo.) 


Before the tourists descend 
from buses, vendors in the tra¬ 
ditional gulibva walk briskly to¬ 
ward them. 

They cany T-shirts with Pha¬ 
raonic symbols. Necklaces and 
tote bags hang from one arm; 
the other offers up a tray of 
miniature pyramids and figu- 




Pros of ‘Con ’ too few to save 
latest Bruckheimer film 


' By Kenneth Turan 

HOLLYWOOD—"Con Air" is a big, 
loud, noisy movie made with almost 
scientific precision for people who like 
big, loud, noisy movies. Numbing but 
not boring, it's finally more dispiriting 
than exhilarating. like a wild night of 
debauchery that leaves only a fearsome. 
hangover for a souvenir. 

Producer Jerry Bruckheimer, having 
made “Top Gun." “Bad Boys,” The 
Rock” and similar fare with his late 
;. partner Don Simpson, knows the drill 
for this kind of picture. Pump op the 
i volume, add on the crashes, blasts-and 


has barely had time to receive 
a welcome home kiss from his 
pregnant wife in Mobile, Ala¬ 
bama, before he gets involved 
in a barroom altercation and 
ends up drawing a seven- to 
10-year sentence for justifia¬ 
ble homicide. 

Passing the hours studying 
origami and staying fit Poe 
also finds time to write mushy 
letters to his wife and the 
daughter he's never met, notes 
that Cage reads in an Alabama 
accent so thick it makes 
George Wallace sound like 


»piR| 


- explosions, increase the body count . David Niven. It’s the signa- 

• and sit back and count the money. tore of a borderline parody 

New to Jerry's world are Simon performance that warns^ Ana- 
West. a British commercial director conda s Jon Voight he d best 

• making his feature debut, and screen- look to las laurels, 
writer Scott Rosenberg, best known for Paroled after eight years,. 

. “Things to Do in Denver When You're Po®; is just an airplane nde 
Dead. Their contributions, combined away from his family. But the 
with a capable group of actors, im- he caEs >y swat bird 

; prove on busings as usual, but the of freedom is in reahty^an 
l change isn’t enough to make this trip airborne snake pit, taking a 
necessary for the uninitiated. group of criminal ^ nsters-to 

--TTwTstorv of how "every creep and a new superpnson designed to ^ . 
freak in the known universe" combine “warehouse the worst of the Cage 

*°■ Demented leader of this particular 

! hurL K ma pack is Cyrus “The Vims” Grissom. 

, : ghmpse of its h^ . ^ Cage), at "poster child for the criminally m- 
khSuftL sine” neatly played by a gleeful John 

iWmS Army Ranger, Poe Malkovich. Among his henchpersons 



are Nathan “Diamond Dog" Jones 
(Ving Rhames), a murderous black 
separatist; the aptly named Billy Bed¬ 
lam (Nick Chin lund): and serial rapist 
John “Johnny 23" Baca (Danny Trejo). 


Much to the chagrin of the good 
guys on ihe ground, ranging from the 
shrewd Vince Larkin (John Cusack) to 
Duncan Malloy (Colm Meaney). hot¬ 
headed enough to have "AZZ KIKR” 
on his license plate, these menaces to 
society commandeer the plane and 
make a try for freedom. 

Plot contrivances being what they 
are. Poe has a chance to walk away 
from this messy cargo. Bul as chival¬ 
rous as his accent, he stays on board to 
protect best friend Baby-O (Mykelti 
WilliamsDnPand a female guard iRa- 
chel Ticotin) Johnny 23 has in his 
sights. “1 can't trade a friend's life for 
my own.” he says, a grand sentiment 
for sure. 

Director West is adept at keeping 
things moving and writer Rosenberg 
does provide some good lines, like 
Cyrus' sincere "love your work” aside 
to Hannibal Lectorish mass murderer 
Garland Greene t Sieve Buscemi). 

But with a noise level so high the di¬ 
alogue has to be screamed and more 
silly moments than sane ones. "Con 
Airf is an animated comic book put to¬ 
gether to pound an audience into sub¬ 
mission. not entertain it. It gets the job 
done, but a pretty picture it is not.. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


lines of the pharaohs. 

GovemmenL-licensed camel 
drivers also stroll over. Their 
sloe-eyed beasts remain on a 
nearby sandy plot. The man¬ 
agement plan being implement¬ 
ed by the pyramid authorities 
would relocate the camels from 
this ridge. The drivers say the 
move would cut into their busi¬ 
ness. a trade manned by genera¬ 
tions of camel men. 

Farouk Mohammed Fuijani 
followed his father and grand¬ 
father to the pyramids. He has 
worked in the trade 38 of his 54 
years. Born in the nearby Mena 
village, Fuijani is a tail man 
whose dark complexion con¬ 
veys his sub-Saharan ancestry. 

He wears the galibya and 
sneakers. A baseball cap 
wrapped with a scarf protects 
him from the sun. He keeps his 
two camels. Mohammad and 
AH. at the stable .outside the 
pyramid gates. If Hawass 
moves ahead with his plan to 
move the camel drivers to a 
new area. Fuijani says his daily 
camel commute would-increase 
to two hours. 

Sayed Khattab, a tour guide. 


said most tourists expect to see 
camels in the area of the pyra¬ 
mids. "The Japanese, 95 per¬ 
cent of them, tell us before 
hand they want to ride a camel, 
near the pyramids and take pic¬ 
tures." he says. 

But Hawass says his inten¬ 
tion is not to deprive tourists of 
their mementos or lo deprive 
camel drivers of their liveli¬ 
hood. The tour buses will be di¬ 
rected to the new site and nei¬ 
ther group will suffer. 

“Everything needs a sys¬ 
tem." says Hawass. “I am mak¬ 
ing a system. We need to make 
the pyramids a respected 
place." 

Hawass. an archeologist with 
a doctorate from the University 
of Pennsylvania, is motivated 
by his desire to preserve the 
pyramids for future genera¬ 
tions. The stresses on the mas¬ 
sive stone edifices are many— 
the vagaries of weather, camel 
dung or human sweat. In 1988. 
he banned tourists from the in¬ 
terior of the Great Pyramid for 
six months. The reason: the 
breath of tourists walking 


through the passageways 
creates moisture, which then 
turns into corrosive salt 

As part of the conservation 
plan, a ventilation system was 
installed in the Great Pyramid 
and the famed Sphinx is under¬ 
going restoration. Hawass 
wants to build a picnic area 
away from the pyramids for 
Egyptians. 

His plan calls for a special 
road that would keep visitors in 
view of the pyramids but a safe 
distance away. "If you visit 
Disneyland, you park five 
miles away.” he says. 

Also envisioned is an IMAX 
theater at the nearby Mena 
House hotel to re-create a jour¬ 
ney inside the pyramids. 

"This is a way to make chil¬ 
dren love the monuments and 
make the people care about 
their heritage." says Hawass. "I 
think the pyramids should be 
closed to people. I don't have 
the power. If I did have the 
power. I would close them to¬ 
morrow." ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Jo-rdsK Pstro;iKi2k2 Refinery Co 
Ansman - Jordan 

Tender SavStailon ror Bidding l-io. 9S/* : 7 
LFG Cylinders 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd, announces tender invitation No. 98/97 
for the supply of LPG cylinders with tbf following two alternatives quanti¬ 
ties 200000 CYL., 300000 CYL. 

Companies who wish to participate in the above tender are invited to ob¬ 
tain tender documents before 12:30 brs from the company's head office at 
the first circle-Jabal Amman, against a non refundable J.D (140) per set. 

A bid bond Equals 5% of the offer amount valid for 120 days should be 
submitted with the offers. 

Commercial and Technical offers should be submitted in separate sealed 
envelopes. 

Offers must be submitted at the company's head office not later that 12.00 
hrs of Sunday 20.7.97. 
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World’s No.1 Pizza Chain 

" Pizza Hut o ffers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal" 
"Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
now at Pizza Hut ” 


HOSPITALITY 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH ft DINNER 



True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel ihe secrets of the 
Red Sea 10 your wildest 
imagination 
Tel:314131/2. 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

I si Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlivyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily l2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


Ve save you more 
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0 Facials 
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The First Gass Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Exoatriates and Businessmen 
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The latest figures on piracy in the Middle East: 

Software theft still very high 


.wfcags*. 
Jordan’s^! 

Fax us- t oni 
email 

Stars NETS: 
with yournm 

i-views.. 


The chances for 56kbps modems in Jordan: 

A light at the end of 
the tunnel? 


THE BUSINESS Software 
Alliance (BSA) and the Soft¬ 
ware Publishers Association 
(SPA) have published the latest 
figures on piracy—software 
theft—in the Middle East for 
1996. This is pan of world¬ 
wide study. 

Regrettably, the highest lev¬ 
els of piracy were recorded in 
the Middle East, registering 79 
percent. This means that only 
about 21 percent of the soft¬ 
ware used in the region is origi¬ 
nal. Worldwide, there had been 
a drop in the percentage of 
pinned software in use. In 
1996. illegal software 
accounted for 43 percent of 
software in use. compared to 
46 percent in 1995 and 49 per¬ 
cent in 1994. 

Getting back to the Middle 


. Country 

199S . • 

. = J22S 

Saudi Arabia 

77% 

\ *79-%-. 

UAE 

. 88% . 

. 72 % 

Bahrain 

‘ 92% - . - 


Kuwait 

91 % . 


Qatar - 

91% 

= 89 % - 

Oman 

96 % . 

95 -to? 

Egypt . . 

• 84% :i' 


Jordan; 

, 87 %*• 

.83%... 

Lebanon 

• 79% -T- 

: :: 73%.’ 

Morocco 

82% ' 

:. .^-■77.'% •“ 

Others 

78" %• •;*• 

: -73%; 


. 

mm A «fr - r 

TOTAL 

• 78%- . 

'74%-- 




East. Oman was the country 
that was found to have the 
highest percentage of pirated 
software estimated at 95 per¬ 
cent! Bahrain was second with 
90 percent illegal software. The 




figure for the United And) Emi¬ 
rates fUAE) was 72 percent, 
followed by Lebanon which 
recorded 73 percent. As a 
whole, piracy in the region was 
found to be 69 percent. ■ 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Sfieciai to The Star 
"WHERE THERE is a will 
there is way", goes the popular 
saying. And it seems that, for 
Jordan's Internet service pro¬ 
viders to offer their custom¬ 
ers the new higher speed — 
modems (the new 56kbps 
modems), there must be a 
lot of planing and invest¬ 
ment to go with that needed 
“will”! 

The adoption and release 
of the 56kbps standard 
within the coming six 
months is bound to spur a ^ 

growth in their production f. 

by most modem manufac- 'y 

turers and will therefore 
make them available at % 

competitive prices. Hence, 
the price of the modems <j 
themselves will not be an 
issue. However the ability l_! 
of the Internet Service pro¬ 
vider to install them is. 

In last week's article. 1 
explained that these new 
modems offer their enhanced 
56 kbps speed in the direction 
of the ISP to the customer, and 
for this to be achieved one 
condition must be met: The 
ISP’s telephone lines must be 
connected to the public tele¬ 
phone network through a digi¬ 
tal connection on which the 
"ISP side** 56 kbps modems 


will be attached, litis digital 
connection is the issue that 
ought to concern Jordan's 
Internet Service providers 
since the set up needed is a lot 
different from the current prac¬ 




tice of connecting regular ana¬ 
log phone lines. 

ISP’s that want to offer the 
56 kbps modems must imple¬ 
ment what is referred to as Pri¬ 
vate Branch Exchange (PBX) 
that gets the connection from 
the telephone company through 
a digital leased line to be 
divided into the voice channels 
needed for the phone lines. 

As good voice quality chan¬ 
nels currently need 64 kbps of 


bandwidth: an ISP needs to 
have 30 telephone lines that are 
digitally connected to the tele¬ 
phone network, requiring a 2 
mbps (MegaBit) digital leased 
line with the Jordan Telecom¬ 
munications Co. 

— This “leased line to 
PBX” scenario is what 
eliminates the need for an 
analog to digital conver- 
f sion using a PCM from the 
ISP to the user which 

makes the adoption of the 
56 kbps modems possible. 
?7 It is very probable, how- 
f ever, that the case for 
h adopting and adapting to 

£ the requirements of 56 

Z kbps modems by Jordan's 

0 , ISPs will face many reser- 

£ vations that will revolve 
i) around two important 
& points. The first concerns 

_the actual leased line 

capacity of the ISP's to the 
Internet which hasn't exceeded 
256 kbps by any of Jordan’s 
licensed ISPs (Global One . 
NETS. Index. Comcent. MEC 
and FTG). 

With many simultaneous 
connections by the users, the 
limited capacity leased line will 
be split and many believe that 
the current 33.6 kbps modems 
will do just fine as the bottle¬ 
neck remains the ISP’s connec¬ 
tion to the Internet and not the 



CD-ROM on Jordan by 
tbe Royal Court 

• The Royal Court has intro¬ 
duced a CD-ROM called 'A 
Guide to The Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. Rel. 1.1’. 

Utilizing multimedia effec¬ 
tively. this software repre¬ 
sents an excellent source of 
information on the Kingdom. 
This includes general, social, 
environmental and economic 
aspects. 

This valuable piece of soft¬ 
ware. produced by the corn- 

user's connection to the ISP. 
The second important factor 
revolves around the invest¬ 
ments needed to utilize PBXs 
which involve the PBX equip¬ 
ment itself, the modems for the 
digital high capacity leased line 
to the JTC. and the leased line 
cost. 

Mr Rami Adwan. a telecom¬ 
munications specialist at ■ the 
Arab Bank, says that 2 mbps 
leased lines (needed for 30 
phones) can either work on 
fiber optic cables (which 
requires a high investments in 
laying the fiber optics and in 
fiber optics modems) or by a 
cheaper solution of special 
modems (HDSL technology) 
that give this capacity over reg- 



putcr department in the Royal 
Hashemite Court, deserves 


ular copper wires provided that 
the distance between the ISP 
and the telephone company's 
transmission equipment 

doesn't exceed 3 km. 

■ To have Jordanian ISP's 
invest in what is needed for 56 
kbps modems is highly 
unlikely, since their priorities 
will revolve on increasing their 
bandwidth to the Internet and 
cutting their costs to be 
competitive. 

The high costs associated 
with adopting the faster 
modems arc a major concern 
The light at the end of the tun¬ 
nel is still far away for the time 
being! ■ 

emafl: 

Abbassi @NETS.cotnjo 


It works under Windows 
3.11 and Windows 95. 


Internet soon in Sandi 
Arabia 

• Although the Internet 
has been readily available 
all over the Middle East for 
about two years, it has not 
been available to Saudi 
Arabian users; mainly due 
to fears of the ‘explicit con¬ 
tent* of the Internet. 

However, it seems that Inter¬ 
net is finally going to arrive in 
Saudi Arabia, as stated by a 
report in BYTE Middle East. 

The Saudi government is 
expected to apply 'filtration’ 
and content monitoring tech¬ 
niques. It is anticipated that 
there will be hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of potential Internet users 
in Saudi Arabia. 

Three main players are vying 
for the Internet Service Pro¬ 
vider license. 

These are Al Aiamiah. AI- 
Waseet—representing Compu¬ 
Serve—and Advanced Arabic 
Systems— owners and opera¬ 
tors of the only BBS in Saudi 
Arabia, called Naseeg. 

The service will start in the 
cities of Riyadh. Jeddah and 
Dammam. Internet services in 
Saudi Arabia can be expected 
by next July. 


Global One is the Only provider of full Internet services in Jordan. 


Sales Depatment Tel: 685101 • Fax: 700328 E-mail: mfo@go.com.jo http J! www.go.com.jo 
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The piracy scare W 

JORDANIAN SOFTWARE 
on som! , of £f£S3SE“ illegal “W'”* ** 

SSTinGulfSuie! Middle East arc mak%frtt 

menting a crackdown on p^y- ™ shnwn by a reccntrej^ 

louder than tbe anr, :P ,ra S lt a ^ t hesL one fourth of sofh 
on the region showing thaL. at 

use is legal. . that they are depen am 

Most Jordanian purchase their softwanvSgi^ 

£2?“JSSLfJlS^id Be* entertain 

cation and other housed ^ it takes tirpd for 

Anyway, as has ten pro ^ use of original-.soft 

piracy to 1by about 3 to 5 percent^ 
ware in the Middle East goe P y . encouraging..Fqc 

the future. Think about thaL ^ ^ ;■£ 

leading brands, this is a major problem. . iuSMo*-' 

“We find that wc under-pnee our systems nowadays, jugw 
grab a aistorrrer,” said a Winger at one or Jordan s la^st . 
Smpurer suppliers. "We are definitely loosing mo J c ^bu^^;-;: 
ro mate it back in maintenance services and addtbpnaL, 

case, the reason for the price war is simple: 
many small suppliers, are offering very low-pna.d^tefor.. 
computer hardware. What's more, the pnee of components . - 

fluctuates on a weekly basis. . . * 

For example, two of the main components 'J g°T- \ 

vide pricing flexibility are the multimedia kit (CD-ROM, ; 
sound blaster and speakers) and the modem. Taking a kwk « 
modems, you would be amazed to know that an internal JU • 
kbps unit costs computer suppliers as little as JD I lU. and 
that’s a figure which some consider even high! . 

Multimedia kits hover around the JD 170 price, on retail. . 
These include 12 times speed CD-ROM units. However, you 
would also be surprised to know that several small suppliers 
offer them for as low as JD 120. 

Do these varied prices, necessarily, mean varied quality f. 
According to some hardware experts, not necessarily. Appar¬ 
ently, owing to the fixed standards in the industry , every piece 
of computer hardware is designed to comply with a minimum. . . 
standard, and it will serve well. , ■ ■ 

However, when purchasing a complete PC system, it does - 
make a difference, because performance and quality depend on 
how well these components are integrated together. 

Here, it is important to remind users that buying from repu¬ 
table. well-known suppliers, although costing a little bit extra. 
.-an save you a lot of future headaches. Balancing quality and. 
price is important Don't shop cheap. Shop smart ■ 
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Brazil takes steps against 
sport’s corruption 


By Alex Johnson 
THE RULING body of Brazil¬ 
ian soccer (a contradiction if 
ever there was one) pilled itself 
out of the pool of insanity in 
which it has swum for years and 
took decisive action last week 
against the corruption that 
chokes the domestic game. 
Reacting to the ugly refereeing 
scandal that saw one of its own 
senior officials trading favors 
for support in his congressional 
campaign, the CBF kicked 
Atietico Paranaense out of the 
game for a year and banned two 
senior officials for life. 

After a two-week investiga¬ 
tion. the CBF determined that 
the two officials. Paranaense 
President Mario Celso Petraglia 
and Ivens Mendes, the feder¬ 
ation's former head of 
referees, “used 
the' game to 

their ^ own ^ 

documented 
reporting of 
TV Globo, 

which broke the story, that was 
a conclusion it didn’t need even 
two minutes to reach. But stilL 
The CBF proved that it isn’t 
quite yet a punch line in waiting. 

It's more than about time that 
the CBF shook itself together. 
The absurdities of the country's 
domestic soccer have been welk 
chronicled here, and I won’t 
rehash them. I've written more 
than enough about the crazy- 
quilt scheduling of the meaning¬ 
less local state leagues, the 
national leagues, the cups and 
the continental tournaments that 
forced the then-teenage Roma¬ 
no to play 108 games for Cru¬ 
zeiro in the 12 months before he 
left for Holland to join PSV 
Eindhoven. 

(Well, just one more. Just a 
few weeks ago, the newspaper 
O Globo set out to see if anyone 
understood the format of the Rio 
league. O Globo said it stopped 
asking after 15 players were 
unable to answer all four ques¬ 
tions right Most recently, Fla- 
mengo simply up and quit the 
Rio league after league officials 
rewrote the entire schedule late 
in the season to favor Vasco da 
Gama, to the significant detri¬ 
ment of Flamengo and Flumi- 
nense. That has combined with 
the usual jurisdictional squab¬ 
bles, court challenges, petty 


bribery, nepotism and general 
all-around insanity to mate Bra¬ 
zilian domestic soccer a global 
laughingstock.) 

Brazil’s national team is the 
defending world champion, hav¬ 
ing won its unprecedented fourth 
World Cup three years ago. As 
ever, it turns out the best talent 
in the world, capable not only of 
beating any country on its day, 
but destroying it. 

But Brazil mU find it extraor¬ 
dinarily difficult to keep its title. 
There’s just too much working 
against it 

Brazil is old: there's no way 
around iL ft tried to integrate 
younger players into important 
roles in last year’s 
. Olympic Gaines. 
Thar experiment 
failed, and the 
disappointment 
“ m M m* was so great that 
Brazil's players 
V flew home after 

losing their semifinal, 
not even bothering to pick up 
their bronze medals. So now 
Romario is back in the team, as 
is the ageless goalkeeper Claudio 
TaffareJ, and yes, that was 
Dunga and Marcio Santos and 
Akter. all forgotten for the 
Olympics, you saw there against 
Italy in the Toumoi de France. 
By the time the World Cup final 
round rolls around next summer, 
well more than half the team will 
be into its thirties, some of them, 
moreover, those players who 
were considered the weak links 
of the *94 team. 

Meanwhile, Romario, an ego 
with feet, is making noises about 
cooperating with Ronaldo, but 
early games pairing the two up 
front have been inconclusive. 
Even before it could manage 
only ties with France and slump¬ 
ing Italy in the Toumoi de 
France, it was clobbered by Nor¬ 
way —Norway! —in an exhibi¬ 
tion. Romario co-existed— 
warily —with Bebeto at tbe last 
World Cup only after it was 
made clear that he was the cen¬ 
tral striker in the lineup. The 
problem for Romario. and for 
Brazil, is that Romario no longer 
has the upper hand. In a battle 
for supremacy between Romario 
and Ronaldo. Romario loses. 
What happens then will help 
make or break the team. 

Moreover, Brazil will suffer 
greatly from not having to qual¬ 
ify for next year's dial round. 
Once the Copa America is over 


this month, Brazil will not play 
another lull competitive interna¬ 
tional match until it kicks off the 
World Cup in Paris next June. 
That's a long, long time to play 
only exhibitions. 

Coach Mario Zagalk). back 
for a second time, has promised 
to open up Brazil’s style from 
the defensive-oriented system 
that helped it win in 1994. 
Zagallo’s no fool; he saw how 
Carlos Alberto Parreira lost his 
job even after winning the 
World Cup because the team 
wasn’t exciting enough. Parreira 
took note of how Brazil had 
played wonderfully entertaining 
attacking soccer in previous 
World Cups and lost. He put 
some steel in the defense and 
midfield, withdrew a striker, 
played a less-wide-open game 
and won. But he didn't win “the 
right way," and so he was shown 
the door. 

That presents Zagailo with a 
problem. He knows he must 
win. and he knows he must play 
soccer with flair. "Colombia and 
Argentina tried to turn the clock 
bade at the 1994 World Cup and 
play a happier, free-flowing 
style, but without much suc¬ 
cess," he said recently. They 
reminded me of 1982, when 
Brazil was voted the best pure 
footballing team at the World 
Cup but forgot to play to win 
and were knocked out in the sec¬ 
ond round. In 1994, Brazil did 
not put on a show, but we did 
play to win.” 

Zagailo says he accepts that, 
“ideaQy. you must win and 
entertain." But that runs counter 
to a lot that he stands for. 
Zagailo is the father of modem, I 
cinched-in Brazilian soccer, the 
man who put together the most 
defensive Brazilian squad ever, 
the 1974 World Cup team. 
Coaching an attacking team does 
not come easy to him, and he 
needs real, competitive games to 
adapt to the style. After this 
month, he will have none in 
which to teach his old dogs new 
tricks. 

So circumstances and history 
are against Brazil's keeping the 
title — no country has repeated 
since Brazil itself in 1962. It's 
always a catastrophe in Brazil 
when the national team falls 
short in the World Cup. but 
only a temporary catastrophe. 
Far more ominous for the CBF 
is the pending retirement of 
Havelange. FIFA’s ruler for a 


quarter-century. 

Havelange has protected the 
Brazilian soccer hierarchy from 
itself ever since he moved up 
from the federation to run FIFA, 
sometimes to his own dishonor. 
In 1993. for example, he banned 
the immortal Pele from the tour¬ 
nament draw for the 1994 
World Cup because Pele was in 
a court dispute with the head of 
the CBF. That man was Ricardo 
Texeira. 

Texeira. as it happens, is 
Havelange's son-in-law. Family 
ties and ail that 

But Havelange will be gone 
in little more than a year, most 
likely to be replaced by his 
biggest critic, Lennart Johans¬ 
son, who is certain not to give 


Brazil’s leaders the leeway 
Havelange did. 

By this time next year, the 
men in charge of Brazilian soc¬ 
cer will be running a domestic 
league setup bereft of credibility 
and riven by decades of buffoon¬ 
ery and corruption. That system 
will be feeding a national team 
that is on its down side. And 
should the CBF turn to FIFA for 
help, it will find a bitter enemy at 
the top. 

That reality seems to have 
awakened the Brazilian hierar¬ 
chy like a bucket of cold water 
dumped on its head. The Para¬ 
naense suspension suggests that 
even the goofballs al the CBF 
are becoming dimly aware that 
they will have to lake charge of 
things for themselves someday. 
The only question—and it is a 
very big question indeed—is 
whether, after so many years of 
Looney Tunes leadership, the 
administration of soccer in Bra¬ 
zil con even be saved at all. ■ 

LA Times-Washuigton Post 
News Service 



Jordan vs. Palestine soccer match drew 0-0. The Jordanian National Team and the Pales¬ 
tinian National Team played in the Jericho stadium, last Friday , marking the first interna¬ 
tional soccer match in Palestine in 30 years. 


Kuerten routs Bruguera to win French open 


By Jennifer Frey 

PARIS—Gustavo Kuerten 

politely wiped his feet on the 
first red-carpeted step of the 
victory platform here at Stade 
Roland Garros before he 
climbed up the podium in his 
day-stained blue shoes. 

There was a jaunt to his 
walk, an ebullience in his spirit, 
yet when Kuerten reached the 
top he still paused to bow to 
Bjom Borg, the most decorated 
champion in French Open his¬ 
tory. before accepting his own 
trophy Sunday afternoon. - - 

Like a serf suddenly invited 
to live in the castie. Kuerten 
had no idea how to act after he 
captured the French Open title 
with a shockingly decisive 6-3. 
6-4. 6-2 victory over two-time 
champion Sergi Bruguera of 
Spain on Sunday afternoon. 

At No. 66. Kuerten is the 
lowest-ranked player to win the 
French Open men's singles title 
and the first Brazilian man to 
win any Grand Slam singles 
title. 

T didn't expect this trophy, 
that’s why I didn't believe that 
it could happen." said Kuerten. 
20. whose rise to tennis promi¬ 
nence has captured the imagina¬ 
tion of the French people—not 
to mention Brazilians—these 
past two weeks. “When I 
received the trophy from Borg, 
he was one of my big idols in 
tennis. ... It was the first time I 
really believed that I won." 

With his mother, his brother, 

and his grandmother Olga, the 


tennis expert, on hand 
to watch him. Kuerten 
dedicated this victory 
to his late father. 

A Ido Kuerten suf¬ 
fered a heart auack 
while umpiring a boys 
tennis match when 
Gustavo was only 8 
and died the next day. 

The reference to his 
father's death brought i 
a quaver to Kuerten's 
voice Sunday after¬ 
noon. and it marked a 
solemn .moment in 
what was otherwise 
the most exuberant day 
of Kuerten's fre¬ 
quently exuberant life. 

Giddy fans started an 
impromptu conga line through 
Roland Garros in the aftermath 
of Kuerten’s triumph on Center 
Court, their merry band led by 
five samba musicians and a 
group of revelers wildly waving 
a Brazilian flag. 

When Kuerten heard their 
calls of “Guga! Guga!" (his 
nickname), the long-haired, 
unshaven new national hero 
leaned out a balcony with a bot¬ 
tle of champagne, but had trou¬ 
ble uncorking iL As during his 
charmingly awkward accep¬ 
tance of the winner's chalice— 
and his charmingly awkward 
acceptance speech—Kuerten 
once again was operating on 
new turf. 

But what would you expect 
from a kid who had never 
before played in a semifinal 



match in any tour event, much 
less a Grand Slam final; a kid 
who caused a ruckus over his 
bright yellow-and-blue attire; a 
kid who had played a mere 40 
career matches before he 
arrived here? 

“I’ve never won a title." 
Kuerten said. "That’s why I 
don't know bow (o open 
champagne." 

Kuerten is the first player to 
win the first title of his c ar e er in 
a Grand Slam tournament since 
Mats Wi lander did so here as an 
unseeded player in 1982. 

Kuerten's victory already is 
considered by many tennis 
experts to be the most unex¬ 
pected, and impressive, break¬ 
through for a male player since 
John McEnroe stormed to the 
semifinals of Wimbledon in 
1977. when he was 18 years old 
and only a qualifier. 


McEnroe went on to become 
one of the greatest men's 
players ever. What Kuerten's 
future holds is what everyone 
now wants to know. 

McEnroe, an NBC commen¬ 
tator for Sunday’s match, said 
on the air that he thinks 
Kuerten will be a player of the 
future, not a one-tournament 
wonder. 

As wide open as the draw 
became, no one can question 
the difficulty of Kuerten's path 
to the final: He beat three for¬ 
mer champions, a feat never 
previously accomplished on 
this red clay. In addition to No. 
16 Bruguera, who won titles 
here in 1993 and 1994, Kuerten 
ousted 1995 champion Thomas 
Muster in the third round and 
beat defending champion Yev¬ 
geny Kafelnikov in the 
quarterfinals. 

Kuerten totally outplayed 
Bruguera. winning in a mere I 
hour 51 minutes, his service 
broken just once and his nerves 
seemingly unaffected by the 
high drama of the day. In a 
swirling wind that affected 
more than a few points. 
Kuerten lost just three, service 
points in the firet set and 
played his best when the match 
got tight in the second seL 

Serving at 4-4. Kuerten 
fended off three break points 
before sealing the game with a 
forehand winner, then he broke 
Bruguera in the next game with 
a huge forehand (Kuerten's 
biggest weapon today) that 


Bruguera could barely reach, let 
alone hit. 

Kuerten will jump about 50 
spots in the world rankings— 
straight into the top 20— 
because of his win, and he takes 
home slightly more than 
$695,000 in prize money from 
this toumamenL 

“Money?' he said. “I think L 
put mine in an account ! just 
have all that I need right now. 
My life is perfect, even before, 
this toumamenL I have every¬ 
thing i need. I have a good 
house, and 1 have my mom's 
car that I use a little bit." - 

The house and the car. along 
with his surfboard, are back in 
Florianopolis, Brazil, where 
Kuerten's victory set off a cele¬ 
bration involving thousands 
who waved tennis rackets and 
flags in the city streets. 

He will return there briefly 
before playing another clay- 
court tournament in Bologna, 
Italy. Then he’s off to Wimble¬ 
don. for his professional debut 
on grass. 

Asked Sunday what he 
would wear to suit Wimble¬ 
don's predominantly white 
dress code^ the festive Brazilian 
winked. 

“I think for Wimbledon. T 
have to change my clothes, 
maybe,” Kuerten said. “But that 
will not be the biggest problem. 
It will be much different than 
this tournament. But I-go there j 
to learn, and, maybe 'if I’m 
lucky, win some rounds.” V ’ 





































